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The Magni/icence and Glory of which | 


was formerly the Admiration of all 
EUROPE. C 


| Giving an Account of its firſt Founders, the Means 


whereby it roſe to ſo much Glory, the high Veneration 
it was held in by both Chriſtians and Inſidels, the im- 
menſe Riches given to it by Kings, Quecns, and Em- 

perors, the Holy Men who I'd in it, and many o- 
ther curious Particulars, collect from Sir Wiliam Dug- 
dale, Biſhop Uſer, Biſhop Gedwyr,, Mr. Ilearne, Biſhop 
Tanner and other learned Men. 
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An Accurate Account of the Preperties and Uſes of the 


MINERAL WATERS tnerc, 


Confirmed by proper Exteriments : With ſome DireQion in what 
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TOWN and ABBEY 
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C LAST ON B U RT. 
4 IEEE 5 NE Need and Changes. of Em- 


pires, Kingdoms, Citics and Fowns, are 
ſo extraorcinary, that they feem in- 
Y Wr\ 25 tended to inſtruct us, That the Moſt: 
| bg | STE „ High ruleth. over all, that His Kingdom. 

4 „alone is an everlaſting Kingdom; and that 
| all. Human Glory is ut a Shadow: 
hy ee away ;** to that was it not for Hiſtory 
the mighti Empires, the largeſt Citics, and the molt 


ftupendous and magnificent Works wauld not, after a 
| Courle of Tears, Be known ever to have exiſted. Such 


A 2 | $i. has 
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has been the ſad Fate of that once moſt magnificent Place 
of which we are now going to write ; for though its very 
Ruins are ſo grand, that they 
and Wonder, and give us ſome Idea of what it was, 
when in its Glory, yet it is from Hiſtory alone that we 
can gain a more exact and perfect Knowledge of it; at 
what Time it was firſt built, and by whom ; by what Means 
and Degrees it aroſe to ſo great Splendor ; the pious and 
holy Perſons that dwelt within its der, Walls; the high 
Veneration paid to it by all Europe, and how, alas! it is 
become a Heap of Ruins. 


Several of the moſt ingenious and learned Men in this 
Kingdom, ſuch as Sir William Dugdale, the famous Bi- 
ſhop er, the learned Biſhop Godwyn, and Biſhop Tan- 
ner, have employed their Pens to reſcue it from Oblivion, 
by giving as particular and exact an Account of it, as the 
greateſt Diligence and Pains could collect; and we pur- 
pole to gather from all theſe famous Writers whatever is 


matcrial, ſo as to make this a compleat Hiſtory of the ſo 


much tamed Abbey of Glaſtonbury. 


Of the Original of the Town of Glaſton- 
bury; zhe Derivation of its Name, 
and its jir/t Inhabitants, &c. 


N E old Britains call'd this Place Tnifwitrin 


which afterwards the Saxons, interpreted into Gl 
tonbury, or the Town of Glaſs, ſo called on Account of 
the River's encompaſſing the Marſh, as clear as Chrys- 


tal, and, as it were, of the Colour of Glaſs. It was 


likewiſe called Avalonia or the Je of Avalon: It had the 
Name of an Iſland, on Account of being formerly en- 
cloſed about by a deep Marſh ; and Avalon, either * 
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the Britiſh Word Avala, ſignifying an Apple, becauſe 
it abounded with Apple Trees. when it was cleared from 

Wood and Buſhes, and firſt made habitable, or elſe from 
done Avallon, who was once Lord of that Territory. We 
have a Relation in the antient Accounts of the Bri- 
> tons, &c. that twelve Brothers came from the Northern 
into the Weſtern, Parts of Britain, and poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of ſeveral Countries, which their Great Grandfather 
Cuneda had held: The Names of theſe Brothers were Lud- 
nerb, Morgen, Catgue, Cathmou, Morguid, Morvieneth, 
Morchel, Mouant, Boten, Morgen, Mortineil, and Glaſteing: 
This is that Glaſteing, who following his Sow, found her 
ſuckling her Pigs under an Apple Tree near this Place; 
and he finding the Ifland to abound in all Neceſſaries, ſet- 
tled there with his Family, and there ended his Days: 
> From him and his Family that Place is ſaid to have been 
- firſt peopled.-----Tbis is taken from the old Books of the 


> Britons. 


Of the the Abbey of Glaſtenbury. 


H E ingenious Mr. Stevens, in his Continuation of 
9 Sir Milliam Dugdale's Hiſtory of Abbeys and Mo- 
naſteries, ſpeaks of this Abbey as follows: 

„ Of this Abbey, ſo much celebrated throughout the 
> Chriſtian World, too much cannot be ſaid, being a Subject 
for whole Volumes, as we ſee ſome have been compiled of 


> other Churches, inferior to this in Antiquity, and many 


> Other Particulars. This was (notwithſtanding the ground- 


leſs Cavils of ſome Criticks) one of the firſt Places where 
_» Chriſtianity may be ſaid to have had a Settlement; and 


though the Poſſeſſion was perhaps for ſome Time inter- 
rupted by the Perſecutions of the Roman Emperors, yet 
as ſoon as ever the Faithful began to breath again, the 

again reſorted to this Place, as peculiarly dedicated. to Ged. 


(6 ) 
It was even honoured by the Britiſh, Saxon, Daniſh and 


Norman Kings, and never ceaſed to have the ſame Vene- 
ration paid to it, till it fell by the Hands of ſacrilegious 
Men, to ſupply (among the reſt) the boundleſs Profu- 
ſion of King Henry VIII. who ſtill aſſuming the Namesof 


a Chriſtian, overthrew as many ſacred Sructures, as if he 


had been a Heatben, Goth or Vandal :--But theſe Re- 
flections may be ungratctul to many, who cannot or will 
not diſtinguiſh between Sacrilege and Reformation, and 
therefore look upon the Deſtruction of Churches, and 
other Places dedicated to. God, as Heroick Ations, and 
glory in converting the nobleſt Structures (which civi- 
hz*d Heathens would have ſpared, on Account of their 
Magniſicence) into Barns and Stables, and into Heaps of 
Rubbiſh, as this once <wvondgerſul Fabrick is at preſent; or 
tite in conveying, away that very Rubbiſh, that no. Me- 
mory may icmain of ſuch facred Pjles as has happened in 
many other Places, We therefore now proceed 
to the Hiſtory of this Abbey, and we ſhall here give the 
following Account of the ſame from that renowned antient 
Writer, Rilliam of Malmſbury.“ 


Lie Church of GAS HORN BURY founded 
by tavelve Diſciples of the Hpo/tles 
St. Philip ana Jacob. _ 
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\ F T E. R the Aſcenſion of our Lok, the Prieſts 


of the Fews, with the Scribes and Phariſces, railing 
a Perſecution at Fernſ/alem againſt the Faithful, and ha- 


ving put to Death Stephen the Protomartyr, the reſt were 


all difperſed into f-veral Nations, to preach the Word 
of God. St. Philip, as Freculus teſtifies, Lib. 2, Chap. 4. 
proceeding into the Country of the Franks, converted 
and baptized many; and being zealous to n 
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| Faith choſe twelve of his Diſciples, and laying Hands 
on them, ſent them to declare the Incarnation of the Son 
dof God in Britain: Over theſe he appointed his peculiar 
Friend, Joſeph of Arimathea, who buried our Lord, 
Chief or Head. Theſe coming into Britain in the Year 
of the Incarnation of our Lord, 63, and after his Paſſion, 


31, boldly preached the Faith of Chriſt. 


King Arviragus, who then reigned here, hearing ſuch 
ſtrange and before unheard of Doctrine, refuſed. to admit 


of the ſame, or to depart from the Traditions of his 


Fore-fathers ; but in Regard that they came from tar, and 
their modeſt Behaviour claimed Favour, he at their Re- 
queſt granted them a certain Iſland in his Dominions, en- 
compaſſed with Woods, Thorns, and Marſhes, called 


Yaifwitrin, for them to inhabit. Afterwards two other 


Kings, though Pagans, obſerving their Sanctity of Lile, 


granted each of them a Portion of Land, and confirmed 
the ſame, according to the Cuſtom then uſed whence it 
is thought they are ſtill called the 7welve Hides, * 


The aforeſaid Saints reſiding in this Iſland, were ſome 
Time after admoniſhed (by the Angel Gabriel appear- 
ing to them) to build a Church in Honour of the Bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, on a Piece of Ground marked out to them : 
They accordingly immediately erected a Chapel in the 
Year 31, after the Paſſion of our Lord; which had in 
Loni ſixty Feet, in Breadth twenty-ſix, and was made 
with wooden Rods, interwoven or wattled, and covered 
with Reed or Straw : It had a Window in the Eaſt End, 
three Windows in the South, and the Entrance was on 
the South Side, almoſt at the Meſternmoſt End. A very 
mean Structure, but adorned with much Virtue. 

| This 


* 4 Hide is ſuch 4 Portion of Land, as one Plough 
end Oxen could till in @ Tear, er as was Sufficient to main- 
tain 6 Femily & Year, 


829 


This ſacred Chapel, according to a very antient Manu- 
ſcript of the Antiquities of Glaſtonbury, now in the Cotton 
Librery, and quoted by Sir William Dugdale, was dedicated 
by Curisr himſelf, to the Honour of his Mother, and 
hs Place for the Burial of his Servants. And here the 
twelve holy Men ſpent their Time in Prayer, Watching, 
and F aſting, and are ſaid to have been comforted with the 
Sight of the Bleſſed Virgin. 


The Truth of theſe Particulars is verified by the Epiſtle 
of St. Patrick, and the Writings of antient Men. One of 
them, a Britiſb Hiſtoriographer, as we have ſeen at St. Au- 
gnftin s and &. Edmund's-Bury, begins thus, *©* There is in 
* the Weſtern Parts of Britain, a certain Royal land of 
eld, called Glaſtonbury, of large Extent, encompaſſed with 
7 Marſhes and Waters, abounding in Fiſh, furniſhed with 
« many Things for the Relief of Human Wants, and, 
« what is beyond all the reſt, dedicated to Sacred Functions: 
« In it the firſk Engliſh Converts to Chriſtianity (by Di- 
« vine Directions) RO an antient Church, not builded 
« Men, as they ſay, but provided by GOD fer the Salvation 
« of Souls; which afterwards, the ſame Maker of the 
« Heavens, by many Miracles and Wonders, ſhew'd he had 
© conſecrated to bimſelf, and the Holy Mother of GOD, 
„% MARY.” But to return from whence we have di- 
greſſed. 


The holy Men before- mentioned, lived in this Place 
many Years, converting a great Multitude of Pagans to 
the Faith of CHRIST, "and afterwards were delivered out 
of the Fleſh ; and that Flace, till then the Habitation of 
Saints, became a Receptacle of wild Beaſts ; till it pleaſed 
the Bleſſed Virgin to bring again her Oratory into the Me- 
mory of the Faithful! ; which, how it cajjje to pals, we 
are now to rclats. 
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Flow the Saints Phaganus and Diruvi- 
anus converted the Britons ro the 


Faith of Chriſt, and came to the 


{/iand of Avalon, or Glaſtonbury, 


T is reported by Hiſtorians of good Credit, that Lu? 
cius, King of the Britons, ſent to Pope Eleutherius, the 
13th in Succeſſion after St. Peter, intreating him to diſpel 
the Darkneſs of Britain, by ſpreading the Light of Chr:/- 
tianity. Elenutherius ſent two molt holy Preachers into 
Britain, viz. Phaganus and Diruvianus, as St. Patrick's 


Letters and the Accounts of the Britons teitify.-----Theſe 


preaching the Word of Life, baptized the King and his 
People in the Year of our Lord One Hundred and Sixty- 
fix ; and fo procecding through Britain, to propagate the 
Faith, came into the Iſland of Avallonia, or Glaſtonbury, 
where they found an antient Chapel, built by the Diſci- 
ples of CHRIST, as is reported. An Hundred and three 
Years were elapſed ſince the Coming of Pbilip's Diſciples 
into the Iſland, till the Coming of the aforeſaid Saints, 
Phaganus and Diruvianus, who rejoiced exceedingly at the 
finding of the Oratory. There they continued praiſing 
GOD nine Years, carefully ſearching the whole Place, 
where they found the Enſigns of our Redemption, and 
other manifeſt Tokens that it had been before inhabited 
by Chriſtians : They alſo found all the Relations of the 
antient Writers, viz. How that the holy Apoſties being 
diſperſed throughout the World, St. Philip coming with a 
Number of Diſciples into France, ſent twelve of them 
into Britain, to preach z who, by Divine Revelation, built 


the aforeſaid Chapel, which the Son of the Moſt High af- 


terwards dedicated in Honour of his Mother ; and that 


three Pagan Kings had given unto them (being twelve in 


Number) twelve Portipns of Lands for their Maintenance, 
| B Bs They 
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They alſo ſound their Actions written, and therefore they 
loved that Place above all others; and in Memory of the 
firſt twelve, appointed twelve of their own Number to 
inhabit that Iſland, with the Conſent of King Lucius: The 
which twelve lived like Auchorites,“ in the very ſame Places 
where the firſt twelve had been, and often met at the anti- 
ent Chapel, to perform the Divine Service, King Lucius 
confirming the Ifland to them ; ſo that there was a conti - 
nual Succeſſion from theſe twelve, of twelve others for 
many Years, till the Coming of St. Patrick, the Apoſtle 
of the Iriſh. To the old Chapel they had found, they 
added an Oratory, built with Stone, dedicating the fame 
to CHRIST, and the holy Apoſtles, St. Peter and Paul. 
By cheſe then was reſtored the antient Church of St. Mary, 
in Glaſtonbury, as has been delivered down from former 
Ages. R 

One that lives a ſolitary Life, in a Deſart, without 
Tent or Cottage. 


Of Holy Men hat reſorted to, and 
lived in this Place. 


HIS Church, though at firſt made of Wattles, as 

has been ſaid, became ſo famous for its Antiquity, 
and retained ſuch a Savour of Sandlity, that it was reſorted 
to from all Parts of Britain, being viſited by the Great 
and Wealthy, and made the Dwelling of the Religious 
and Learned. 
Here Gildas, to whom the Brizons owe their being 
Known to other Nations, led a moſt holy Life many 
Years, died in the Year 512, and was buried in the old 


Church, before the Altar. Here St. Patrick, after having 


long preached to the Iriſp, took up his Abode in his latter 
Days, and became the firſt Abbot, reducing the before- 
mentioned twelve Auc borites to a Monaltical Life, and ap- 


pointing 


1 


pointing them a Rule after the Manner of the Monks of 
Egypt : He was, after Death, buried in the old Church, 
on the Right Side of the Altar : He died in the Hundred 
and tenth Year of his Age, which was of our Lord 
472, and the Forty-ſeventh after he had been fent into 
Ireland; for he was born in the Year of our Lord 361. 
His Father's Name was Calipurnus, his Mother's Name- 
Conc hes, Siſter to St. Martin, Biſhop of Tours. He was 
baptized Sucaſb, but Pope Celeftin gave him the Name of 
Patrick. He was taken by the Iriſh at ſixteen Years of 
Age, and continued fix Years. in Slavery; after which he 
returned Home, and meeting with St. German, Biſhop of 
Auxerre, was his Diſciple for the Space of twenty-two 
Years, then going to Rome, he was by Pope Celeſtin ſent 
into Jreland, in the Year 425; which Nation he converted, 
by working many Miracles: Then returning into Eng- 
land, he continued in an holy Life thirty-nine Years at Gla/- 
tonbury. This moved many of the 7rifſh, frequently to 
come over to viſit the Relicks of their Patron. and Apoſtle, 
among whom St. Indraet and St. Bridget are famous; the 
firſt of which ſuffered Martyrdom here; and the latter, 
after a ſhort Stay, returned ta her own Country. Like- 
wiſe, St. Benignus, Diſciple and Succeſſor to St. Patrick, 
(of whom we ſhall {peak hereafter) and the holy Father, 
St. Kolumkill, came to Glaſtonbury in the Year 504, and 
ſome ſay he ended this Mortal Lite there, as did the moſt 
holy and famous St. David, Patron of Wales. 


Sir William Dugdale writes, that though the Church 
was after wards ſeveral Times rebuilt, this Place ſtill re- 


mained uader the former Conſecration, and. was held in 


ſuch Veneration, that Kings, Biſhops, and all the greateſt 
Perſons, thought themſelves happy in adding ſomething 
to its Poſſeſſions, or being buried with any ſmall Parcel ot 


us Earth. St. Danſtan, and other holy Abbots, always 
5% preſerving. * 
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preſerving the Number of twelve Monks, added to chem 


ſeveral Clergy men that ſung well. 


This Church, by Reaſon of its Antiquity, was by the 
Engliſh called Ealdchirch, that is, Old Church, and the 
People of the Country about it thought no Oath more ſa- 
cred than to ſwear By the Old Church, as being the firſt and 
oldeſt Church in England, and held in ſuch Vencration, 
that it was called a Second Rome for Santiity ; becaulc, as 
Rome was honoured with a Multitude of Martyrs, ſo this 
Place was renowned for many Confeſſors. 


Saints and Holy Men hat were buried 
in this Place. 


8 4 HIS Church was the ſacred Repoſitory of the 
Aſhes of a Multitude of Saints, infomuch that no 
Corner of it, or the Church-Yard, is deſtitute of the ſame. 
There lie the twelve Apoſtles (before-mentioned) of 
St. Philip, the Apoſtle, with their Chief, Fo/eph of 
Arimathea, and his Son Joſeph; alſo, St. Patrick, the 
Apoſtle of Ireland ; St. Benignus, Dilciple to St. Patrick ; 

St. Pinius, Diſciple to Benignus; St, Gildas, the Britiſh Biſ- 
torian ; St. David, Biſhop of Menevia ; St. Dunſten ; St. 
Indraſtus, Martyr, and his ſeven Companions ; St. Urban, 
Martyr; St. Apollonaris, Biſhop and Martyr, Diſciple to St. 

Peter the Apoſtle ; St. Vincentius, Archdeacon and Martyr; 

three of the holy Innocents ; St. Bafilius, Martyr ; Part of 
St. Oftwald, King and Martyr ; St. Valerius and St. Salvius, 
Biſhops and Martyrs: St. Canon, Anaſtatius, Renignius, Ca- 
ſanius, Abdon, and Sennen, Martyrs; St. Paulinus, Biſhop 
ot the Neribu¹ii%¹ St. Aidan, Biſhop of Linaisfarn ; 
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Coelfrid and Boiſilus, Abbots ; Venerable Bede e; St Bene- 
dit, Biſhop ; [ejzerpine, Sigfride, and Herbert, Abbots ; 
St. Idamus, Biſhop; St Teiſon, Abbot, and his twelve 
'Companions z St. //zwich ;, St. Lilianus, Abbot; Part of 
Guthlac the Anchorite ; St. Poppe, Archbiſhop of Treves ; 
St. Geminianus, Conſeſſor; the Holy Virgins Hilda, Hebbe, 
Begu, Criſante, Cuilia, Mary, Mariha, Lucy, IL alburge, 
Gertrude, Cecili, Venta, Mamilla, Edberga, Elſreda, Batil- 
dis, Urſula, Daria, and EAdiwitha ; the laſt of thele af- 
firmed to be entire, many Years after the had been interr'd. 
Many more Names of holy Men and Women were loſt 
by the burning ol the antient Church, and Time has worn 
out the Memory of a itii! greater Number, 


Sacred Relis preſerved here. 


Many other Relicts were alſo preſerved in this Church; 
of thoſe relating to the Old, Teſtament, Part of Rachael's 
| Tomb 3 


* 1t is certain that the Venerable Bede was firſi buried 
in the Cathedral Church of $t. Cuthbert, n Durham, as 
appears by an Inſcription to this Day ſtanding near his Mo- 
nument or Tomb in that Church , the laſt Words of which 
are, 
Hic ſunt in foſſa, Bedæ Venerabilis Offa, 

Here are buried the Bones of Venerable Bede, 

T berefore, if the Bones of Venerable Bede were tren/lated to 
Glaſtonbury from the Cathedral Church of Cuthbert, in 
Durham, where he was firſt buried; where both his Tomb, 
and alſo an Inſcription hanging near it, ſtill remain, it ſhews 
ibe great Veneration and Efteem that even Durham itjelf 
had fer the Abbey of Glaſtonbury, 
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Tomb; of the Altar on which Moſes pour'd our Oil; of 
his Rod; of the Tomb of //azah ; ſome Manna; Re- 
lifts of the Prophet Daniel; of the three Children de- 
livered from the Fiery Furnace ; ſix gilt Stones of the Pave- 


ment of the Temple, and lom« of the Gate.---Relating to 


our Lorp JEtsus CHrisT 3 Some of the Linnen he was 

wrapp*d in; two Pieces of the Manger; ſome of the 
Gold offered by the Wiſe Men ; Stones of the River For- 
dan, where our SAVIOUR Was baptized ; one of the Veſſels 
in which CnRISTH turned Water into Wine ; of the Stones 
the Devil propoſed to CHRIST, to convert into Bread; 
of the Five Loaves with which our Lord fed Five Thou- 
ſand Perſons ; of the Place where he was transfigured ; of 
the Stone he ſtood on in the Jemple; of his Hair; of the 
Hem of his Garment ; of His Croſs and Sepulchre ; one 
Thorn of His Crown of Thorns ;, and many more: Alſo, 
Relicts of the Bleſſed Virgin; of St. John the Baptiſt ; 
of the Apoſtles; of many Martyrs, Confeſſors, and Holy 
Virgins. 

On this Account, Glaſtonbury was every where held in 
the greateſt Veneration ; and, as has been ſaid, the greateſt 
Perſons coveted to be buried there; moſt of whoſe Names 
have been loſt, and of ſome, Mention has been made be- 
fore: And it was honoured by the magnificent Appella- 
tions of Tür rinsr LAND of GOD, THE FIRST LAND 
or Saints In ENGLAND, TE Toms or SAINTS. Tas 
MoTHnER OF SAINTS. 


An Fccount of the 1wo anticnt 
PIR AMIS. 


Few Feet from the old Church ſtood two Pyramids; 

that next to the Church 26 Feet high, and of five 
Stages or Stories, on which, were many Antiquities, almoſt 
worn out by Age. On the uppermoſt Story of it, was an 
Image in Pontifical Veſtments ; on the ſecond, the Image 
of a King, with theſe Letters, HER, SExI, and BLISIER 3 


ON 


1 


on the third were theſe Words, Vemereſt, Bantomp, Wines 
weng; on the fourth, Hate Wulfred, and Eanfi:d; on the 


fitth and loweſt, an Image, and this Inſcription, Lorior 


© IWeſtigas, Bregden, Swelves, Swingendes, Bera. The other 
Pyramid was eighteen Feet high, and had tour Stages, on 


which was to be read, [ſedge Biſhop, Bregored, and Breor- 
ward. What theſe Words ſignify, is not known; but it 


is gueſſed they were the Names of the Perſons depoſited 


u 


within the hollow of the Pyramids: As for Logpor, it is 


for certain concluded to be the fame that gave the Name ta 


Log pereſleork, now called Montacute; Bregden, from 


whom Brentamaſie, now called Brentamerſe; Beornwold, 
was Abbot after Hemgiſſet. So great was the Reſpect 
paid by our Anceſtors to this Place, that they durſt not ut- 
ter any idle Words, nor ſo much as ſpit in the Church or 
Church- yard, unleſs compell'd by the utmoſt Neceſſity, 


and even then with the utmoſt Reluctancy and Remorſe; 
| neither durſt any Man preſume to bring a Hawk, Horſe 


or Dog, into the Church-yard, becaule it had been often 


obſerved, that ſuch as had accidentally been brought in, 


immediately died. Even from Foreign Countrics the Earth 
of this Church-yard was ſent for, to bury with the greateſt 
Perſons ; and it is reported, that even a 1Mabometan Sul- 
tan, having taken an Engliſh Gentleman in the Holy Land, 
gave him his Liberty, upon Promile that he would bring 
him a Gauntlet full of that Earth; Which was according- 


ly performed, and the Gentleman, zeturaing to Gla/tonbury, 


declared the ſame upon Oath. 


| The Holy and Qodly Prelates l/s Place 


has furniſhed other Churches With. 


IIS Houſe furniſhed ſeveral Churches with pious 
and godly Prelates, as Brithwald, the firſt Engliſß Ab- 
bot who was made Archbiſhop of Canterbury ; Athelman, a 
Monk,, 
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Monk, made Biſhop of Bath and Wells, and afterwards 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury; St. Dunſian, firit Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, next of London, and laſtly Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury; Epelgarius, firſt made Abbot of ide Monaſ- 
tery, ia Mincheſter, then Biſhop of Cheſter, and afterwards 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury; Sigerius, firlt Biſhop of Hells, 
anb then Archbiſhop of Canterbury; St. Elphegus, Mar- 


tyr, firſt made Abhot of Bath, then Biſhop of Wincheſter, 


and next Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Other Monks of 
Glaſtonbury, made Bithops, were Geoffry, who died in 7823 
Ethelwwir:, who died the fame Year ; Withert, in Soo; 


' Wigtheg, in 836; Alſtan, in 842; Tumbert, in 862; 


David, in 986; Elfrie, in 988: Add to theſe, Sigeganus, 
Biſhop of Hells; Pritelm, alſo of Wells; Alfzwold, of 
Crid; Sigefrid, of Norwich; St. Ethelwolf, of Wincheſ- |, 
ter; Wiſinus, Aelſſtan, Egelric, Elmea, Sivingus, Brith- 


wins, Britwold, &c. all of them Monks of Glaſtonbury. 


The noble Benefations given to this 


nd . 


HOSE who gave Lands and Poſſeſſions to this 

| Church, were as follows: Arviragus, King of the 
Britons, though a Pagan, gave to Jeſeph of Arimathea, 
and his Companions, this Iſland, then encloſed with Buſhes 
aud Marſhes ; which afterwards Lucius, the firſt Chriſtian 
King, of Britain, confirmed to Phaganis and Diruvianus, 
Monks and Cardinals, lent by Fope Elcutberius to baptize 
him; the famous Br:itif King Aribur gave to it Brentma- 


ris and Pouldon, with many other adjacent Lands, called 


Brent Marſh, and Pouldon-Hill to this Day; King Domp 
cave the Land called Zuſcitryn; King Kenwall gave Fer- 
ramere, and the two Iſlands of 'HͥVeſtei and Godeni, as alſo 
thoſe of Rebery, Mortineſey, and Andredgſein; King Kent- 
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and the Fiſhery at Peret ; 
Ina 73 Hides, and a Fiſhery ; Biſhop Wilfrid 61 Hides ;, 


Atbelard 70; his Queen Trogedida 5 
| Lulla1o ; Athelbald 4; Sigebert 22 ; King Keneoulph IO 3 
his Miniſter Athelard 2. 


C38 3 


Nentwin gave Monhaten, being 23 Hides, and 20 Hides in 
Cari, and three in Crucan , King Baldred gave 22 Hides, 
Biſhop Hedda 6 Hides ; r 


Biſhop #orthere 1 Hide; Abbeſs Buren 3 Hides ; King 
King Cutbred 33 
St. Patrick obtained of Pope 
Celeftine 12 Years Indulgence for ſuch as ſhouid viſit the 
Church of the Virgin Mary, and acorn it with tome Fa 

of their Goods, as appears by a Writing under his own 


Hand, to be ſcen in Dugdale, p. 11. 


Auguſtin the Monk coming into England about the Year 
603, and converting the Eugliſo, founded a Monaſtery of 
Benedictine Monks at Canterbury ; and ſoon after, others 
were founded in ſeveral Places; the ſame Order Being 
then alſo received at Glaſtonbury, which (as was ſaid before) 


1 had till then followed the Inſtitutions of the Monks of 


Exaypt. The Saxen or Engliſb Kings being converted, re- 
ſtored to the Monks of CH many Lands, which had 
been taken away by their Pagan Predeceſſors. The glorious 
King Ina, Anno 725, gave great Poſſeſſions to the Church 


of St. Mary, as appears by his Grant in Dugdale, p. 12 and 


12, and founded a larger Church there in Honour of our 
Saviour, and the holy Apoſtles Peter and Paul, to the Eaſt- 
ward of the old Church. His Succeſſor Etbelard was no 
eis a Beneftactor to this Church, which allo received great 
}.ndowments from Kezewulph, King of the Welt Sexons, 
and Brithtric, King of the ſame ; King Atbeltan con- 
firmed all the laid Gifts by his Grant. King Edmund like- 
wile gave to St. Dunſtan, Chriſt-Maleford, Kington, I/ ade- 
ton, Halbe, mriugtou, Pokel-Church, and Eesford, amount- 
ing to 17 Hides and a halt, with a Fiſhery. - Z{fgine, his 
Queen, by his Command, gave the Manor of Domerbarm, 
C with 
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al 
| | with Merton and Pedrington, being too Hides, as alſo Stave 
11 8 Hides. All King Edmund's Gifts, and thoſe of his 
il Miniſters, to the Monaſtery of Glaſtenbury, amounted to 
268 Hides, to be held in the fame Manner as he held his 
N own Lands, with many other Privileges, as may be ſcen in 
It his Charter: | 
| Edred, who ſucceeded Edmund, added to the former 
| Grants; as did his Succeflors, King Edwin and King Ed- 
At gar, by his Charter dated at London, Ann 971, not only 
il confirmed all former Grants, but added to them many Li- 


berties and Immunitics ; and particularly, that the ſaid 
Monaſtery, and ſome Pariſhes ſubject to it, ſhould be ex- 
empted from the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop, ſaving the 
Rites of the See of Rome and Canterbury, confirming to it 
215 Hides, granted to it by ſeveral Benefactors. The 


Kings Egelr ed and his Son Edmund added more Benefac- 
tions. 


Jlaving thus given an Account of the firſt Foundation and 
Niſe of the renoroned Abbey of Glaſtonbury, collected from 
the Monaſticon of the learned aud accurate Sir William Dug- 
dale, and from the Writings of that antient Writer, Wil- 
liam of Malmſbury, we ſhall now proceed to give an Hliſto- 

ical Account of the Changes and Revolutions the Abbey 
has undergone, the great Privileges granted to them by ſundry 
Kings, and a Deſcription of what it was before its Suppreſ- 
Aon; token from a very curious and rare Piece, publiſhed by 
that learned Antiquarian, Mr. Thomas Fiearne, entitled, 
A little Monument to the once famous Abbey and Borough 
of GLasToxBuRy : Collected from Sir William Dugaate, 
and ſome of our beſt Aniiquarians and Hiſtorians. 


H 1S Abbey has been rebuilt ſeveral Times; the 
firſt Lime at the firſt planting of Chriſtianity by S.. 
Toſeph of Arimatbea; the lecond by St. David, Archbi- 
ſhop 
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Archbiſhop of Menevia; which being again run to Ruin, 
Vas raiſed up the third Time by twelve well affected Men 


in the North; and in the Year 708, Ina, King, of the Weſt 


: Saxons, demoliſhed all the old ruined Buildings, and built 
the Abbey quite new the fourth Time. One of the Cha- 


pels belonging to it, he garniſhed over with Gold aud Sil- 
ver, and gave to it likewile Ornaments and Veſſels of all 


Gold and Silver; for the Gold (Plate) thereupon beſtowed, 


amounted to 333 Pounds Weight, and the Silver (Plate) 
to two Thouſand eight Hundred and Thirty-five, befides 
the precious Gems embroidered in the celebrated Veſt- 


ments. Szowe and the Martirologe make a great deal more 


of this Benefaction. 


Nor did this magnificent Prince ſtop his bountiful Hand 
here; tor beſides the Land he beſtowed upon the Abbey, 
he confirmed to the Monks whatever had at any Time been 
given them by any of his Predeceffors, and ſtiles the Ab- 
bey in the Charter, Ecclefta Britannie prima, & Fons & 
Origo totius Religianis,---The firſt Church of Britany, and 
the Fountain and Origin of all Religion. Moreover, he 
granted them very great Privileges and Exemptions from 
the Biſhop's Authority, permitting the Monks to receive 
in the ſaid Monaſtery or any Chapels annexed to it, the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Sacrament from whatloever Biſhop they ſhould 
think fit, ſo he were ſuch a one as was conformable to the 


Church in the Celebration of Eaſter ; which Charter (be- 


ing witneſſed by Burtbwald, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
the then Metropolitan, by Daniel, Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
Fordredus, Biſhop of Sherborne, the then Ordinary of So- 
merſetſhire) was carried to Rome by King Ina himſelf, who 
got it confirmed by St. Gregory the Second, the then Pope, 
in the Year of CHRIST 725. 

The 
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The Abbey of Glaſtonbury was a Sufferer in the ninth 
2nd tenth Ages, by the Incurſions of the Danes, yet it was 
not deſtroyed. Mr. Broughton, in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſ- 
tory, lays it was miraculouſly ſaved from the Pagan Fury, 
by two of the Danes being ſtricken blind : However, 
amidſt thoſe Confuſions, it was much neglected, which oc- 


caſioned the very Buildings to fall likewiſe to Ruin and 
Decay. 


In or about the Year 942, King Edmund, the twenty- 
ſixth King of the Weſt Saxons, and twenty-ſeventh Mo- 
narch of the Engliſh, being willing to reſtore this Abbey to 
its antient Splendor, made St. Dunſtan Abbot of it, and 
permitted him to make free Uſe of his Treaſure to rebuild 
it. Whercupon St. Dunſtan laid the Foundations, and de- 
ſigned the Offices according to a Pattern which he had out 
of France, and in a ſhort Time finiſhed a noble Monaſtery, 
into which he brought a Congregation of new Monks, 
whom he (being their Abbot) brought to ſuch Perfection 
of Lite, that from among them were aſſumed Biſhops and 
Archbiſhops, and Abbots, to many neighbouring Monaſte- 
ries: And to free the Minds of theſe Religious from all 
Piſtractions hindering the Service of GOP, and likewiſe ta 
add to their State, Splendor and Power, King Edmund, in 


the Year 944, granted St. Dunſtan and his Monks a Char- 


ter, not only confirming all the Privileges and Donations 
formerly granted to their Predeceſſors by his Anceſtors 
King Edward, Alfred, Kentwyn, Ina, Cuthred, and others, 
bur diſcharged them from ſeveral Burthens, Duties, Con- 
tributions, and Subjections, and gave them a Right and 
Power to receive Fines, puniſh Malefactors, and of en- 
Joying their Lands as free from all Claims as he enjoyed 
his own, efpecially the Town of Glaſtonburyitſelf. Theſe 
Privileges in the Charter are thus calld, BURGHBRICE, 
HUNUDREDSOCNA, ATIs, ORDELAS, INFAN- 


GENETHEOF AS, 


ith 


li- 


GENETHEOFAS, HOMSOCNA, FRITHBRICE, 
FORESTEALLE, TOLL, and TEAME. 


This is the firſt Time that the T'own of Glaſtonbury is 
mentioned in Books, though it is propable it was built ſome 
Ages before, or elle how could the Artificers, who built 
this Abbey four Times before, have met with Accomoda- 
tions.--But more of this, when we come to treat of the 
Town itſelf, which ſhall be when we have finiſhed what 
we have to fay further of the Abbey, 


King Edgar, in the Year 963, beſtowed upon the Ab- 
bey the Manor of Stoure, alias Stouremifter, and granted 
ſeveral Charters to it, ſome conveying to the Abbot and 
his Monks more Lands, and ſome enlarging their Privileges, 


That dated at London in the Year 971, adds to the Privi- 


leges granted by his Father King Edmund, Socam and Sa- 
cam, on Sirond and on Streame, on Mode and on Feld, that 
is to ſay, Liberty to determine Pleas, and correct Delin- 
quents on Strand and on Streame, in Wood and in Field, 
above Ground and under Ground : HUNDREDSITE- 
NA, which was Privilege of Sanctuary in the Limits 
of the Hundred ; Calle Hord, which ſignifies the ap- 
propriating to their own Ute any hidden Treaſure found 
within their Territories: FORESTALL, that is to ay, 
intercepting Proviſions coming to their Market ; and 
beſides, any Mont of that Houſe, who met with a Male- 
factor going to the Gallows in any Part of the King- 
dom, could take him out of the Executioner's Hands, and 
give him his Pardon. Moreover, King Edward, by this 
Charter, exempts this Monaſtery, and the Pariſhes of Street, 
Mireling, Budicle, Shapewick, Sowy, and the ſeveral Cha- 
pels within the ſaid Pariſhes, zo wit thole of Beckery, 
called Little Ireland, Godeny, Mortineſey, Ferramere, Pa- 
n Io and fregery, from the ordinary Juriſdiction oa 
tne 
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the Biſhop, except ſome Things, with a Salvo to the 
Church of Rome, and that of Canterbury. 


Mr. Creſſy, in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, mentions ano- 
ther Charter of King Eadgar's to the Abbey of Glaſton- 
bury, wherein, amongſt other Things, he granted,“ That 
„ the Monks ſhould always be E! ectors of their own Ab- 
* bot, who was to be choſen out of their own Body; in- 
6 ſomuch, that if the youngeſt and loweſt of all their 
© Congregations were capable, they ſhould not have Re- 
* courſe for any Abbot Abroad; nor then alſo ſhould any 
© be impoſed on them, without their Suffrage :** Only he 
reſerved to himſelf the Power of conferring the Croſier or 
Paſtoral Staff on the Perſon eletted. Again, “ That all 
© Controverſies, as well in Secular as F.ccicfaitical At- 
& fairs, ſhould be determined in the Abbot's Court: Like- 
* wiſe, That the Biſhop of Wells (the Ordinary of Somer- 
& ſetfhire) ſhould exerciſe no Juriſdiction over them, to call 
< their Prieſts to his Synods, to ſuſpend any of them from 
© the Divine Office, Wc.” Theſe Charters of Privileges, 
with many other Secular Immunities, he cauſed firlt to 
be confirmed in a Synod of Biſhops and Nobles aſſembled 
at London, and afterwards ſent them to Rome; where 
they were allo confirmed by a Bull of Pope obs the 
thirteenth. One, if not both theſe Charters, King Ed- 


gar carried himſelf to Glaſtonbury ; and that it might be 


perpetually valid, he (at the Delivery of it) laid his Scep- 
ter upon the Altar of our Bleſſed Lady, together with 
the Charter; which Scepter was curiouſly made of Ivory. 
After which he made the ſame Scepter to be cut into two 
Pieces, one half whereof he left with the Abbot, and kept 


the other halt himſelf. This he did in the Time of A 


hard, or, as Mr. Willis writes him, Ailfftanus, Abbot, and 


in the fifteenth Year of his Reign, which was in the Year 
of CuAIST, 974. 


Ring 
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King Egelred, or, as others write him, Ethelred. King 
Edgar's ſecond Son, beſtowed upon Sigegar, then Abbot, 
fix Hides of Land at Anſtancliſt, one Hide at Sitebeorge, 
a Manor at Puckle Church, containing thirty Hides of 
Land, and a Houſe he bought for forty Marks of Gold 
in Wilton. King Edmund the Second, Sirnamed Ironfide, 
Son to King Egelred, having been mortally wounded by 
the treacherous Duke Edrick, A. D. 1016, bequeathed ſe- 


venteen Hides to this Abbey, and his Body to be buried 


there. King Canutus, the Dane, about the Year 1030, 
went to Glaſtonbury, to lee the Tomb of King Edmund 
Ironſide, and there gave a very rich Pall, to lay on King 
Edmund's Comb, embroidered with Apples of Gold and 
Pearls, and at the ſame Time confirmed all the Privileges. 
that his Predeceſſors had granted to this Monaſtery. 


In the Year 1066, William the Conqueror maimed the 
Monaſtcry in its Poſſeſſions extreamly, and oppreſſed the 
poor Monks to the laſt Degree in their Liberties and Pro- 
perties : He ſeized on many of their Manors, and be- 
ſtowed them upon his Court Favourites, Amongſt other 
Places which he by Foace took from them, he ſeized upon 
ſome of their Poſſeſſions at Wilton, and gave them to Gef- 
frey de Magna Villa; and upon one Harding, the Son of 
Aedneth, a mighty Man and great Lawyer in thoſe Days, 
he beſtowed the Manors of Melſis and Lume; which, with 
other Poſſeſſions, were recovered by the Care and Induſtry 
of the venerable Herlewinus, who became Abbot of Glaj- 
tonbury about thirty-ſix Years after. Milliam ificewile took 
from them ſeveral other Manors, ſuch as Tintanbull and 
Lodareſburgh ; upon the latter whereof was atterwards 
built the Priory of Montacute. He likewiſe quartered 
Soldiers upon them ; and being jealous of his new Sub- 
jects, he, between Eaſter and 2 untide after he came to 
the Crown, carried over into Normandy with him the prin- 

cipal 


. 
cipal Men ot the Nation, amongſt which was Egelncib, at 
that Time Abbot of this Monaſtery, whom he a while af- 


ter depoſed, placing one Turſtine, a Cluniac Monk of Caen 
in Normandy, in his Room, | 


This Turſtine being a weak, but withal. a buſy prodigal 
Perſon, ſhamefully waſted the Revenues of the Abbey, and 
altered ſeveral of the antient Statutes and Cuſtoms of the 
Houle. Amongſt other Things, he compelled his Monks 
to lay aſide the Od Gregerian Song uſed in that Monaſtery 
Time out of Mind, and impoſed upon them a new Sort of 
Church Song, invented by one YVilliam Fiſcamp, a Ner- 
man. tie pinched them in their Dyet 3 and, in a Word, 
ſo tyrannized over the poor Monks, that they refuſed to 
ſubmit to many of his Invocations : Whereyupon he 
brought in Soldiers to ſubdue them; who, on a ſudden, 
and in a Rage, breaking into the Charter-Houſe, made the 


high Altar; where they ſhot, not ſparing to hit the Croſ- 
les, Images and Shrines, and ran one of the Monks through 
the Body with a Spear, as he embraced the Altar, and New 
him. Another was ſain with an Arrow, lying as it were 
hidden under the Altar. The others, conſtrained of Ne- 
ceſſity, defended themſelves with Forms and Candleſticks 
of the Church; ſo that, although they were ſore wounded, 

they drove the Soldiers behind the Quire, and ſo it fell out, 
that beſides the two that were ſlain, there were fourteen 
more of the Monks wounded, and ſome of the Soldiers alſo. 
This Matter being examined into, it was found the Abbot 
wes only to blame: Whereupon the Conqueror removed 
him, and ſent him back to Caen, into Baniſhment ; and to 
make the Abbey of Glaſtoubury ſome Amends, he confirm'd 
to them ſome Lands they held at Middleton, Fulbroc, Brewes, 
Burnington, Ihe, Blakeford, and Minton, which the Monks 
complained to have been unjuſtly taken from them : How- 
ever, 


poor jrightened Religious fly into the Church, even to the 
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ever, this unworthy Abbot got his Abbey again, after the 


Conqueror's Death, of his Son /Yi/l;am Rufus, buying it 
of him for 500 Pound of Silver. | 


Upon the Fray above related, ſeveral of the Monks 
| withdrew from their Monaſtery, and were charitably res 


> ceived by ſome Biſhops into their Palaces, where they con- 
* tinued till Tarſtine's Death; after which they returned thi- 


ther, and then the Abbey began again to pick up, by the 
prudent Management of his Succeſſor, Ile lecinus, who 
was made Abbot in the Year 1102. This good Prelate 
not only purchaled ſeveral of the Poſſeſſions that had been 
alienated in the Conqueror's Time from his Abbey, but 
likewiſe began to build the Church a new; which at that 


Time, through near 400 Years ſtanding, was again run to 


WO 
Decay. This good Precedent given by Herlewwinus, was 


- exemplarily followed by the next Succeflor but one, [enry 
de Blois, who being Nephew to King Henry the Firſt, and 
Brother to King Stephen, had great Intereſt at Court, which 
he employed in the benefitting his Abbey; for underſtand- 
ing tne Manors of Melles, Offcolme, Camelarton, Domer- 


Ham, and ſome other Tenements in the Parithes of Sor, 
Aſbcote, and Pedewell, had been formerly belonging to his 
Monaſtery, he recovered them of his Uncle, King Henry, 
an the Year of CHaISTH 1126, and got a Confirmation of 
the Manor of Offralme from his Brother, King Stephen, in 


the Year 1136, which had been violently wreited from his 


» Monks in the Time of the Conqueror, 


* In the Year 1184, according to Mr. Millis, a nice En- 


quirer into Antiquity, the whole Monaſtery (except Part 


of the Abbor's Lodgings, and the Steeple) were conſum'd. 


Upon which Diſaſter, King Henry the Second ſent one of 


his Chamberlains, viz. Ralph Fitz Stephen, thither, to take 


Care of the Revenues ; who began, and in a great Man- 
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ner finiſhed, a new Church, and the Offices of the Houſe: 
And whilſt Ralph Fitz Stephen was employed there in 
building, King Henry (by the Perſuaſion of Heraclius, Pa- 
triarch of Jeruſalem, Baldwin, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Richard, Biſhop of Wincheſter, Bartholomew, Biſhop of 
Exeter, and many others of the Nobility) carefully EX= 
amined and ſearched into the Truth and Authority of the 
antient Charters and Privileges granted to the Abbey of 
Glaſtonbury ; and finding them to be authentick, he . a 
new Charter confirmed to this Monaſtery whatever had 
been granted to it by any of his Anceſtors or Predeceſſors. 


But King Henry the Second lived not to ſee the Build- 
ings of Glaſtonbury Abbey finiſhed ; for they were not 
perfected till near five Years after his Death, that 1s to ſay, 
till in or near the Year 1193, in the Reign of his Son, 
King Richard the Firſt, and whilſt Henry de Saliaco was 
Abbor there: In whoſe Time alſo was found the Tombs 
of the famous King Arthur, and his Wife, Queen Guize- 
der; of whom, and the finding of which, we will give 
ſome further Account by and by. 


King Richard the Firſt having been taken Priſoner in 
Germany, at his Return from the Holy Land, Henry the 
Sixth, the then Weſtern Emperor, injoined Leopold, Duke 
of Auſtria, who had taken the King Priſoner, That one of 
the Conditions for his Releaſement ſhould be, to make Sa- 
varicus (who was Kin to the Emperor, and at that Time 
here in England Archdeacon of Northampton) Biſhop of 
Bath and Wells, and to annex the Abbotſhip of Glaſtonbury 
to that Biſhoprick. To effect this, Henry de Saliaco, at 
that Time Abbot of Glaſtonbury, was promoted to the Sec 
of Werceſter, then vacant by the Death of Robert Fitz 
Ralph, Biſhop of that Flace, and Savaricus was preferred 
to the Biſhoprick of Wells; and to make the Matter the 

| more 
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more eaſy to the King, Savaricus was content to reſtore to 
the Crown the City of Bath, which John de Villula, once 
Biſhop of this Dioceſe, had forty-five Years before bought 
of Miiliam Rufus, and to which Place he had removed his 


Matters being thus brought about, Sava- 
ricus ſucceeded Henry de Saliaco in the Abbey of Glaſton- 
bury, and annexed it to the See of Wells, ſtiling himſelf 
' Biſhop of Glaſtonbury. Upon which a great Controverſy 


enſucd, and the Monks elected in the Year 1199, William 


Pica tor their Abbot ; but this Election was very highl 
conteſted, even to Excommunication : Whereupon Wil. 
liam Pica repaired to Rome, to the Pope, and died there : 
But Savaricus did not ſurvive long, nor did this Contro- 
verſy end with his Death, which happened in the Year 
1205 ; for Foceline, his Succeſſor in the See of Wells, con- 


tinued his Claim to the Abbey, which he kept on Foot for 


above twelve Yeaas, and then the Contention was ended, 
by the Monks parting with the Biſhoprick of Wells, the 
Manors of WWinchcomb, Pucklechurch, Blackford, and Cran- 


mer, and the Patronage of the Benefices of inſcomb, 
Pucklechurch, Aſhbury, Chriſt Malford, Buckland and Black- 


ford. This Agreement was made at Shafteſbury, the 8th 
Day after the Feaſt of St. 70% the Evangeliſt, in the 
Year 1218. | 


Fifty-eight Vears after this Agreement, vig. on the 11th 


Day of September, 1276, there happened a dreadful Earth- 


quake that threw down St. Michael's Church upon the 
Torr. This Church, beyond all Diſpute, was afterwards 
built up again, ſince the Editors of the Monaſticon ſay that 
the Church upon the Torr fell in King Henry the Eiglith's 
Days with the Abbey: Beſides, it would certainly be an 
Iqjury to the Zeal and Picty of our devout Anceſtors, to 
imagine they would not rebuild a Church held by their 
Predeceſſors in ſo great Veneration ; but it does not appear 
| D 2 by 
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by whom or when it was rebuflt, It is probable the Abbey 
itſelf was conſiderably damaged by that Earthquake, ſince 
Geoffry Fromont, who became Abbot here in the Year 
1303, began in his Time the Great Hall, and made the 
Chapter Houſe in the Middle. Walter de Taunton, his 
Succeſſor, made the Front of the Choir, Walter Monning- 
ton, the Preſbitery, which he allo enlarged. John Chin- 
nock, Abbot, Monnington's Succeſſor, perfetterl the Great 
Hall and Chapter Houſe, which had been begun by Te 
mont, and built a new the Cloiſter, Dormitory, and Fra- 
tery. All which Buildings one would think could ſcarce 


have run ſo to Decay in leſs than 190 Years, had they not 
been ſhattered by the ſaid le 


Proofs that St. Joſeph / Arimathea 
came io Glaſtonbury. 


N regard that ſome Modern Authors have taken 
Pains to diſcredit the receiv'd Tradition of Joſeph of 
Arimatbea's coming into Britain, it may not be unfit to 
add a few lines in Vindication of what has been here de- 
liver'd from Sir William Dugdale. Firſt by a Writing * left 
by St. Patrick, who (as has been ſaid) was born in the 
Year 361, and teſtifies, that he ſaw a Writing of St. Pha- 
ganus and Diruvianus, wherein they atteſt the Coming to 
Glaſtonbury of the twelve Diſciples of the Apoſtles Philip 
and Jacob; and in another Writing he found, that the ſaid 


Pha- 


* Sir William Dugdale, Mr. Dodſworth and Camden 
all Proteſtants, have look*d upon this Writing of St. Patrick 
fo worthy of Credit, and of ſo great Authority as to ſet it 
. down at large in their Works ; from whence we ſhall tran- 

_ ſcribe the Whele, and give it our Readers for their further 

Setisfatiion at the End of this Work, © 
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* Phaganus and Diruvianus had reſided there nine Years. 
This Epiſtle or Writing of St. Pazrick, is quoted by Cap- 
| grave above 300 Years ago; and there are two ancient 


Manuſcripts ol it in the Cotton Library. 


Another Teſtimony we have from St. David Biſhop of- 


* Menevia or St. David's taken by William of Malmſbury, 
from the Antiquities of Glaſtonbury importing that the 


ſaid David intending to conſecrate the Church was forbid: 
by our SaviouR, affirming the fame to have been done b 
himſelf, and piercing his Hand in Token of the Truth of 


the Viſion, which appear'd ſo the next Day to all the Mo- 
naſtery, till his Hand was at the Morning Service reſtor'd 


whole, as had been promis'd in the Viſion. | 


A Third Witneſs is St. Auguſtin the Monk, and Apoſtle 
of the Engliſh, who in an Epiſtle to Pope Gregory the 
Great mentions, what has been ſaid above as a receiv'd 
Tradition at that Time ; and this Letter is quoted by 
Godwin in his Catalogue of Biſhops, and by Archbiſhop 
Uſher ,  Capgrave allo affirms the building of the ſaid 
Church, in the Life of St. Zoſeph, and Dr. Fuller ſpeaking 


of it, admires the Simplicity of the then Chriſtians Devo- 
tion, becauſe as has been ſaid, it was built of Hurdles, 


which is granting the Fact. 


The laſt Teſtimonial we fhall add is a very ancient 


_ Inſcription cut in Braſs,“ and formerly affix'd to a Pillar 
in G/aftonbury Church, which Biſhop Godwin, in his Ca- 


talogue of Biſhops brings as a Proof of St. Fo/epb's coming 
into 


* This Plate of Braſs with the Inſcription was ſome 
Years ago in the Cuſtody of Thomas Hewes, of the City of 
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into Britain; and Sir Henry Spelman tranſcribes it into his 
Collection of Councils, being as follows: In the 31ſt Year 
after the Paſſion of our Lok Db, twelve Holy Men (among 
whom Joſeph of Arimathea was Chief) came to this Place, 


and here built the firſt Church of this Kingdom; which 


CnrisT, in Honour of his Mother himſelf Dedicated, toge- 
ther with a Place for their Burial, as St. David Biſhop of 
Menevia zeftify*d, who having an Intention to conſecrate it, 

our Lok D appearing in a Viſion by Night to him, forbid him, 
and moreover, for a Sign that our Lorp had formerly 
dedicated the Church, together with the Church-yard, he with 
his Finger bored thro' the Biſhop's Hand, which, was next 


Day ſeen by many Per ſons ſo pierc'd, 


Afterwards the ſame Biſhop by divine Revelation, and 
upon Occaſion of the encreaſing Number of Holy Perſons 


there, added a Chapel to the Eaſt Side of this Church, and 


conſecrated it to the Honour of the bleſſed Virgin, the Al- 
tar of which he adorn'd with S2phire of ineſtimable Value. 
For a perpetual Memory hercof, and. left the Place, or 
Quantity of the former Church, by ſuch Additions, ſhould 
come to be forgotten, this Pillar was erected in a Line 
drawn by the two Eaſtern Angles of the Church South- 
ward; which Line divides the aforcſaid Chapel from it. 
Now the Length of it, from the ſaid Line towards the 
Weſt, was 60 Feet, the Breadth 26, and the Diſtance of 
the fd Centre of the Pillar, from the Middle Point be- 
tween the aforeſaid Angels, contained 48 Feet. 


Biſhop Uſer, in his Primord. Eccleſ. Anglic. brings ano- 
ther Teſtimony of St. Joſeph's being buried at Glaſtonbury, 
from that he calls the Great Table of that Place, where are 
theſe Words: In this Church do repoſe the Bodies of twelve 
Diſciples of cur LORD; of whom St. Joſeph of Arima- 
thea, who buried our Lok pb, was the Chief and Superior: 


Many 
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Many Pagans alſo, converted to the Faith of CurisT, and 
baptized by them, do reft here likewiſe , the Multitude of 


' eohom is for their Number ſo great, that they cannot be 
* reckoned. 


In a Cave under Ground, over which a Chapel was af- 


terwards built in Honour of this Saint, was alſo found the 
following Epitaph of great Antiquity : 


Ad Britones Vent 


Paſtquam Chriſtum Sepelivi; 
Docui Requievi, 


That is, After I had buried CnrisT, I came to the Britons 3 


1 taught them and reſted. 
Biſhop Godwin ſays, ** For Joſeph of Arimathea, the 


* Teſtimonies of his coming hither, and his Actions here, 
they are ſo many, ſo clear and pregnant, as an indifferent 
Man cannot but dilcern that there is ſomewhat in it. 


Archbiſhop Ver further writes, That the ſaid St. Joſeph 


and his Companions brought over in two Veſlels ſome of 
the Blood and Water which flowed from the Side of our 
SAVIOUR, when pierced on the Croſs, which he delivers as 
he found it in antient Manuſcripts: Much more may be 

Jaid to this Purpoſe, but the Teſtimonics of two ſuch great 


Men as Archbiſhop Upper and Biſhop Godwin, are of 


Weight ſufficient ro oppoſe againſt ſuch as have endea- 


voured to diſcredit this (till of late) uncontroverted Tra- 
dition. 


4 Deſcription of what this renowned 


Abbey once Was, and of its Ruins 
* /mceits Diffeluticn. 


IE Incloſure was of a Quadrangular Figure, and 
mut up with ſtrong high Stone W alls. It contain'd 
- ſixry Acres in Circuit, and it ſtood upon a little Sort of a 
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N Riſe at the Foot of the Torr, which bounded it on the Eaſt 


The South Side of it was bounded by a Marſhy Ground, 


called Allar-Moor, and the Welt and the North Part of it 


was bounded by the Town of Glaſtonbury, the Walls of 


the Abbey making one Side of the Streets of the Town. 


The Great Entrance into the Abbey was on the Weſt 
Side, which led you unto St. Foſeph's Chapel and the 
Great Church. On the North, inclining to the Weſt, ſtood 
this Church and Chapel. South of the Church ſtood the 


- Cloyſter, and on the South Side of the Cloyſter the Hall 


or great Refectory. South of the great Refectory ſtood 


the Abbot's Apartment, and Weſt of the Abbot's Apart- 


ment the Kitchen. Where the Sacriſty and Treaſury, the 
Chapter Houſe, Fratery and Infirmary, the Gueſt Houſe, 


Library and Scriptorium, the Common Room, Eleemoſyna- 


rium, the Wardrobe, the Lavatory, the King's Lodgings, 


the Apartment for Secular Priefts and Clerks of our Lady, 


the Boys Apartment and their School ſtood, I cannot find, 
there being no Sign or Mark of theſe Buildings now re- 
maining, the Stones and Rubbiſh of theſe Buildings being 
taken away for the Benefit of a Tenant to make the beſt of 


his Bargain. 


The Figure of the Church, as one may perceive by the 
Remains, (for there are ſome of the Ruins of it yet ſtand- 
ing) was built in the Form of a Croſs. The Length of 
the lower Part of it was ſixty-two Paces to the Interſec- 
tion. The Head of the Crols was ſixteen Paces long, and 


' twenty-eight Paces broad. The Choir was fifty Paces 


long, and the Breadth of the Church thirty Paces. To 
be ſhort, the Length of the Church, with St. Joſepbh's 
Chapel, extended itſelf 200 Paces, or 580 Feet, ſo that 
Glaſtonbury Church appears to have been conſiderably 


larger than St. Paul's in London now is, And doubtleis it 


Was 


1 
1 
* M4 
7 , 
% 1 
” 
. 
-» 
OR” 
_— 
A 
W 
3 
* 
oy 
* 
* 


was as well ſtored with Chapels and Altars, though I can 
recover the Names but of five, beſides the High Altar, St. 
Joſepb's Chapel, and the Chapel in the Holy Church-yard, 
Full in the Honour of St. Michael, St. Joſeph of Arima- 
bea, and the Saints in general that reſted there. 


The five Chapels J have recovered, were firſt that of St. 


Edgar, which ſtood (as I conceive) ruſt behind the Choir, 


It was built not long before the Diſſolution of the Abbey, 


being begun by Abbot Beere, and finiſhed by Abbot hi- 
ling. In the North Ally of the Choir ſtood St. Mary's 


Chapel. In the South Ifle St. Andrew's. In the North 


Side of the Nave of the Church ſtood the Chapel of our 
Lady of Loretto, and on the South End of the Nave —— 


the Chapel of the Holy Sepulcher. 


It was as well furniſhed with antient curious Monu— 


ments, as any Church of the Kingdom. I have recovered 
the Names of fix Kings and a Queen, of five Dukes, four 
- Biſhops, ſixteen Abbots, with the three following who 


were buried in the Chapter Houſe, viz. Robert, firſt Prior 
of Wincheſter, and then Abbot here, Villiam Vigor and 
Jobn Chinnock, and five other Perſons of Note, who lay 


here interred : For, beſides King Arthur and his Queen 
Guinever, of whoſe Tombs we are to give a further Ac- 


count hereafter, there were here buried Cel the ſecond, 
Father to St. Hellen, and Grandfather to Conftantine the 


Great; Kentwyn, King of the Welt Saxons; King La- 


* 22 Ee a. "IS : g 
r „ : 
— 7. 


mund the firſt ; St. Edgar, and King Zamund Iron ide. 
The Dukes which lay here intombed, were Aipher, Athet- 


ftan, Elwyn, and Humphry Steford, Duke of Devon/oire. 


The four Biſhops, whoſe Bones refted here, were [teda, 
who was the third Biſhop of the See of Jinch; Mer; Brith- 
old, who was the eighth Biſhop of Wilton; Brithwyne, 


ho was the twelfth Biſhop of W %%; and Sefride, who, 
1 from 


| 
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from being the 36th Abbot of Glaſtonbury, was made the 
29th Biſhop of Chicheſter. The other thirteen Abbots, 
which laid here interr*d in the Church, were Michael de 
Ambreſbury, Robert Pederton, Fohn de Taunton, John de 
Kantia, Geffrey Fromont, Walter Taunton, alias Hec, 
Adam Sadbury, Jobn Braynton, Walter Monnington, Ni- 
cholas Frome, Walter More, John Selwood and Richard 
Bere. The ſix Perſons of Note, who lay here buricd, were 
Hugh Monnington, S. T. D Brother to Abbot Monnington, 
Abbot Sedbury's Father and Mother, John Bickonell, VVil- 
liam Semar and Thomas Stowell, Knights. All that I 
have been able to learn more of this Church is, That it 
had a curious Clock in it, which ſtood on the South Side 
of it, made by Peter Lightfoot a Monk of this Houle. 
That there were ſix goodly Windows on the Top of the 
Faſt Side of it; and that there were ſeven Great Bells in 


the Tower, which were the Benetaction of Adam Sadbury, 
whilſt he was Abbot. 


Joyning to the Church was the Sacriſty cr Veſtry. On 
which Side of the Church it ſtood, I cannot tell ; but 
know it was a large Room, wherein were kept the Chalices, 
which were in daily uſe, and all the ſacred Veſtments. It 
was there the Prieſts and their Aſſiſtants veſted, and for 
that reaſon it was called the Sacriſty from the keeping there 
the Sacraria. It was full of Cupboards, and Drawers, 
and ſuch like Conveniences for keeping and locking up 
the Holy Utenſils and Church Stuff. There were in 1t 
likewiſe Conveniences for keeping Wine, Bread, Candles, 
Incenſe, etc. and a Ciſtern and Towels for the Prieſts to waſh 
their Hands betore they went to the Altar. 

And within the Sacriſty or near it ſtood the Church 
Treaſury ; wherein were Kept all the ſacred Relicks, which 
were not daily expoſed, or placed in or on the ſeveral Al- 
fars ; all the Jewels and Church Plate which was not daily 
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˖ in uſe; the Mitres, Croſiers, Cruces PeForales, and, in a 


Ward, all the Pontificalia, and richeſt Ornaments that 
belong'd to the Church. The Reliks, for the moſt part, 


were ſet in Silver or in Chryſtal, and decently placed on 
* Shelves, as were likewiſe the Plate Candleſticks, and the 


moſt valuable Church Stuff was kept in Preſſes and Ward- 
robes, which were made cither of Iron or very ſtrong 


Wainſcot. Before the Relicks there was either a Rail or 
Bench, for People to kneel againſt, and ſay their Prayers. 


And here generally the Prieſts ſaid their Preparations, be- 


fore wor went to Maſs, and their Prayers of Thankſgi- 


ving, after they had done. In this Room, or the Sacriſty, 
or perhaps in both, ſtood a Confeſiional for the Benefit of 
thoſe who deſired to go to Confeſſion before they went to 


the Altar. The Care of the Church, and the Cuſtody of 


the Sacriſty and the Church Treaſury, were committed to 
the Sacriſta or Sacriſtan, who was one of the Obedientiarit, 


The Cloyſter was a ſquare Place with Walks or Alleys 


round it, ſupported with Peers or Pillars, between which 
were Windows, and within the Square there was a Flower 


Garden. The chief Uſe of it was for the Monde to make 


their Proceſſions, and to bury ſuch of the Religious as 
were not the chief Superiors 


were buried in the Church, or elſe the Chapter-Houſe. In 


: For they (if I miitake not) 


the Cloyſter there were Doors to the Chapter-Houſe, Re- 
fectory, Fratery, &c. and to the ſeveral Stair Caſes. I can- 


not give the Dimenſions of the Cloyſter, there being no 
Marks of it remaining, nor any Scale to meaſure the 
Buildings by, ſet down in the Monaſticou. 


In one of the Alleys of the Cloyſter ſtood the Chapter- 


Houſe, which was a large Place, where the Monks met fur 
the Acknowledgment and Correction of their Faults, Spi- 
1 ritual Conferences, and th Determination of thoſe Spiri- 
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tual and Temporal Concerns, which required the Aſſent of 
the whole Houſe. At the upper End of it there was an 
Elbow Chair for the Abbot to ſit in, and about it, joining 
to the Wall, there were Benches for the Religious to ſit on. 
In the Chapter-Houſe laid buried, Abbot Chinnock, who 
finiſhed it, and (if I miſtake not) ſeveral of the Priors, 
and ſome of the Obedientiarii. 


The Great Hall, or Refectory, was a Room, wherein all 
the profeſs'd Monks eat daily together. There were in it 
ſeven long Tables; about which, joining to the Wall, there 
were Benches for the Monks to fit on. The Table at the 
upper End was for the Abbot, (when he dined with his 
Community) the Priors, and the other Heads of the 

Toule, The two next Tables were for thoſe Religious 
which were Prieſts. The two next were for ſuch as were 
in Orders, but were not Prieſts z; and ſuch as deſigned to 
enter into holy Orders. One of the two lower Tables, 
that is to ſay, the lower Table on the Right Hand of the 
Abbot, was likewile for ſuch as were to take Orders, that 
the other two middle Tables could not hold ; and the 
lower Table, on the Left Hand of the Abbot, was for the 
Lay Brothers. In ſome convenient Place of the Refec- 
tory there was a Pulpit with a Deſk, wherein one of the 
\cligious, at the Election and Appointment of the Ab- 
bot, or other preſiding Superior, daily read ſome Part of 
the Old and New Teſtament at Dinner and Supper-time. 
The Editors of the Monaſticon, in one of their Cutts, give 
us the Situation and the imperfect Dimenſions of it, and 
{hew that it ſtood on the South Side of the Cloyſter, and 
tells us that it was 22 Pacecs broad, and 80 Feet high. 
Some Part of the Weſtern Wall was ſtanding in Septem- 
ber 1712. 

There belonged three Offices to the Refectory, a little 
Lavatory, a Buttery, and the Cellar, The little Lavatory 
Was 


MIeals. 


brys, and Preſſes of thorough carved Work, to give Air 
to the Towels which were there kept. 


as others call it, the Pantry, was a Place wherein was kept 


11 


was the Place where the Monks waſhed their Hands before 


This Room had a Ciſtern in it with Water, Am- 


Ihe Buttery, or, 


the Table Linen, Salt Sellers, and Mazers, that is to ſay, 


Drinking Cups, which were, I preſume, of Silver,* becauſe 


in ſome Benedictine Abbies beyond Seas, the Monks Drink- 
ing Cups are of Silver, 
each Monk had his Mazer 


© tory clean waſh'd and fill'd. Theſe and the like Neceſſa- 


They held about a Pint, and 
placed before him in the Refec- 


ries were kept in Cupboards, called in thoſe Days Ambrys, 


which were made of thorough carved Work, to let in the 


Air, to the End that all Things thercin locked up, might 
be kept ſweet. 


The Cellar was the Place where the Wine, 


Beer and Ale that was ſpent in the Community, was con- 


k ſtantly 


three Offices belonging to it, was committed to the Cella- 
= 7rius, who was another of the Obedientiarii, 


by? 
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kept. The Charge of the Great Hall, and theſe 


In which of the Alleys of the Cloyſter ſtood the Fra- 


tery, I cannot tell, but am ſure it ſtood in one of them, 
and that it was an Apartment for the Novices. 
ſeveral Offices, ſeparate and diſtinct from the main and 
Principal Offices of the Abbey: Amongſt others a Refec- 


In it were 


cor y, 


* Here the Author preſumes the Monks of Glaſtonbury*s 


Drinking Cups were of Silver, becauſe the Monks Drinking 
Cups in ſome Benedifline Abbeys are ſo now. But we muſt 
not argue from the preſent Cuſtoms to thoſe of Antiquity. [1 
* Joould rather think they were (at leaſt very often) Wouden 


* 


Cans, ſuch as I find in an old Inventory, taken in Edward 


the Third's Time, of the Priory of Poghley in Berks, 


— which Priory conſiſted of Canons Regular of the Order of 
S.. Augultine, 
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tory, Common Room, Lavatory and Dormitory. It was 
Luilt by Abbot Chiunoch, about fix or feven ſcore Years 
before the Diffolution of Monaſteries, and was governed 
by one of the Priors, who was alſo Maſter of the Novices. 
Theſe were the principal Cfiices and Apartments ! in the 
Cloyſter; but, perhaps, there were more. Yet not being 
certain whether there were or were not, I ſhall go up 
Stairs, and ſurvey the Gallery, which (if this Abbey was 
built as ſome other topping Abbeys Abroad of the Bene- 
dictine Order are, as I preſume it was) ſtood one Pair of 
Stairs high, and was directly over the Cloyſter, and in it 
was the Library, the Lavatory, the Wardrobe, the Com- 
mon Houle, and the Common Treaſury. 


The Library was the Place, where the Books of the 
Abbey were kept, How very numerous and full it was of 
choice and valuable Books, may be gueſt at by what the 
learned Leland reports of it, who faw in it Abbot hi- 
ting's Time, which could not be above ſixteen Years be- 
fore the Abbey was diſſolv'd. He ſays, That he was 
* no ſooner got over the Threſhold of the Library, wv: 
c rerte limen intraveram, cum antiquifjimorum librorum vel 
« ſolus cenſpedtus religionem, neſcio an ſtuporem, animo in- 
% cuteret meo, eaque ae cauſſa pedem paululum ſiſtebam. 
« Deinde, falutaio loci Numine, per dies aliquot omnes ſo- 
&« rulos caric/; me excuſi, Tater vero excutiendum, prater 
& alia multa admirandæ vetuſtatis exemplaria, reperi frag- 
„ mentum hiſtoriæ a Melchino ſcriptæ, etc. but that he was 
« ſtruck with Devotion and Aſtoniſhment at the very ſight 


c of fo many Sacred Remains of Antiquity : That he 


& believ'd this Library had fcarce it's equal in all Britany: 
* That he ſpent ſome Days in molt nicely examining the 
% Shelves, and in turning over the wonderful Pieces he 
c there met with, and that, in rumaging he had found, 


among other Books,- a broken Piece of Hiſtory written 
« hy 
h I 
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8 „ by Melchinus an Avalonian, who wrote about the 
* car of our Redemption 560. And no wonder it was 
d % fo well furniſhed with Books, ſince there belonged to it 
Yo a Scriptorium. 
12 N 
8 The Scriptorium was a Place adjoining to the Library, 
1p where there were ſeveral Monks conſtantly employ'd in 
as compoſing and tranſcribing good Books for the Ule of 
1C- the Library. Though they wrote Miſſals, Breviaries, * 
of Antiphonalia, and other Books uſcd in Divine Service, and 
[IE the Leiger Books; yet generally, they were upon other 
m- Works, (viz.) Fathers, Claſſicks, Hiſtorics, etc. Doctor 
Zauner brings this Abbey of Glaſtonbury for an Inſtance of 
the Care the Monks in general took, to encreaſe the Num- 
the per of good Books. He gives us a Catalogue of upwards 
of of fifty Volumes, which were tranſcribed in one ſingle 
the Abbot's Time. And it is highly probable, there be- 
hi- longed to the Library a Cabinet of Coins, Medals, Pre- 
be- cious Stones, and the like Curioſities, ſuch ſort of Cabi- 
Was nets being frequently found in Libraries belonging to 
% Abbeys beyond Seas. If there was one, it was committed 
N vel to the Care of the Librarian, as were alſo the Library and 
om- Fcriptorium. 
bam. | 
% The Lavatory was a Place, where the Monks waſhed 
Ale, their Hands and Faces, and therefore in this Room there 
frag. was a great Ciſtern or Conduit with (cveral Cocks, which 
e Was Was always ſupplicd with Water by the Camerarius, as he 
ſight w occaſion, who did allo provide them with Towels, 
at he which were ſhut up in Ambrys or Preſſes of thorough 
tan: garved Work, to let in the Air. Joining to that Lavatory 
g te Was the Shaving Room. | 
es he 
ound. * Hymns or Antheins, which are ſung alternately. 
Fritten 
« by 9 The 
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The Wardrobe was the Place, where all the Monks 
Cloathing and Bedding were kept, and in this Office were 
the Taylery, where there were Taylors conſtantly em- 
ploy'd in making and mending of Habits. This Apart- 
ment and the Lavatory were "under the Care of the Ca- 
merarius. 


The Common Houſe, or rather Common Room, was a 
Place where a Fire was kept all the Winter, for the Monks 
to come and warm themſelves at, being allowed no Fire 
but that only; except the Maſters and Officers of the 
Houſe, who had their ſeveral Fires. 


The Common Treaſury was the Place, where the ready 
Money, the Charters, Regiſters, Leidger Books, Eviden- 
ces, and Accounts of the Abbey were kept in ſtrong 
Cheſts and Preſſes of Iron, and where Neighbouring 
Gentlemen (it they pleaſed) placed by the Abbot's Fa- 
vour their Deeds or Writings, for better Security. This 
Place, I preſume, had not ſo much as a Peg of Wood in it, 
but was all built of Stone to prevent Fire; and was care- 
fully plailtcr*d up, in every Chink and Corner, to prevent 
Rats and Mice getting in. I ſay I preſume it was lo built, 
beenuſe the Treaſury of the Abbey of Laycock, which is in 
the Neighbourhood of Glaſtonbury, and which is yet ſtand- 
ing, is thus carefully built. "The Care of the Treafury 
was committed to the Treaturer, who had for his Aſſiſtance, 
another Monk under him, called the Under-treaſurer. The 
laſt who bore theſe Offices were hn Thorne, and Roger 
James, the two Monks which were executed with Abbot 
Whiting on the Torr, for denying King Henry the Eighth's 
Supremacy. 


And now I ſhall lead my Reader up another Pair of 
Stairs, and ſurvey the Dorter or Dormitory, which was the 
Place 
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k Place where the Monts lodged, and had their Chambers. 


It was built over the Cloyſter and Gallery, and had Alleys 


guite round it. In the Alleys were Doors to each Cham- 


ber. Every Monk had his Chamber to. himſclf, which 


* was cloſe Wainſcotted but ſmall. In each Chamber there 
was a Window by reaſon of the Partition between Cham 
ber and Chamber, but no Chimney. In each Chamber 
there was a narrow Beditead, big enough to old one Perſon 
and no more. Upon the Straw Bed there was a Flock 
Bed, common 7 called a Matraſs, a coarſe Blanket, a Rug 


and a Bolſter of Straw or Flocks. By the Bcdlide there 


was a Priez Dieu or Deſk to kneel at, with a Crucifix 
upon it; another Deſk and Table, with Shelves and Draw- 


ers for Books and Paper, aud a Chair at each End of the 


: Dortoir Alleys, and likewiſe in the Middle of each Dor- 


= toir there were Creſſets or Lanthorns wrought in Stone, 
with Lamps in them to give Light to the Monks, when 


the dy role in the Night to their Mattens, or on other neceſ- 
#fary Occaſions. Dr. Saunders and Father Reyuer ſay, there 
were one hundred Religious more or lets withis this Houſe 
tat the Time of its Suppreſſion, from whence I preſume 


of 
* 


there muſt have been, at leaſt, two Dormitories, to con- 
Rain Cells enough for ſo numerous a Community, For L 


cannot conceive how there could be above 48 Cells in a 
Dormitory, The Dortoir or Dormitory was under the 


Care of the Camerarius. 


* 


0 The Infirmary was an Apartment for the Sick, and 


therefore as ſoon as any of the Religious ſickened, they 
Were conveyed hither, where they had Fire and all other 
Conveniences that can poſſibly be imatined, as well for 
this as the other World: St. Benedic in his Rule expreſly 


2 commanding his Children, above all Things, to take care 

$ of the Sick, and that they ſhould ſerve the Sick, as they 

I a ſerve Chriſt hinifelf. There belonged to this A- 
: 


F | part 
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partment a Chappel, ſeveral Chambers with Furniture fit 
for ſick People, a ſeparate Common-Room, a ſeparate 
Kitchen, the Dead Man's Chamber, which was the Place 
where the Dead were carried, as ſoon as in Decency they 
could be removed out of their Beds, where the Corps laid, 
till it was waſh'd, cleans'd and clothed in the Habit, that 
it might be conveyed to the Church to be expoſed and in- 
terred. Whether there were any Apothecary's Shop and 
Phyſick Garden belonging to this Infirmary, I cannot 
fay. But 'tis highly probable there were; ſince I have 


ſeen ſuch Conveniences in Monaſteries of far leſs Account 


than this of Gl/aftonbrry was, from whence the Neighbour— 
hood, particularly the poor fort of People, have their 
Drugs and Medicines gratis. This Apartment was under 
the Care of the /:7rmarins, who had a Cook and other 


handy Servants under him to aflift him in the due Execu- 3 


tion of his Office. N 

I flattered myſelf, that I ſhould give a pretty good De- 
ſcription of the Abbot's Apartment, but not meaſuring 
it when I was upon the Spot, I find it will be alſo imper- 
fect. For the Notion I have of its Dimenſions does not 
agree with the Platform we have of it in the Monaſticon. 
However, what I ſhall ſay of it, I hope will be ſufficient | 


tor the Reader to form an Idea of it, though I do not give 


him its Dimenſions. Some Part of it was taken down, 
and the beſt Materials employed in Building a little neat 
new * Houle on the South-Weſt Side of the Incloſure. It 


flood, as I have already obſerved, South of the Great 


Hall, and the rnain of the Building ran North and South. 


The Front of it was towards the Weſt, and was built al- 
moſt in the Form of a Great Roman E, only at the 


» * This Houſe is now made a Coffee Houſe for the Re- 

ception and Convenience of. thoſe who bathe and drink the. 
FFaters at the Chain- Gate. 1 
| | North XZ 
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North and South End of it, it jutted out ſome þ 7 ards at 


each End. It was only three Stories -high, and, as near as 
can remember, had ten large Stone W indows on each 
Joor in the Front. To come into this Apartment you 


mounted half a dozen or more large handſome Stone Steps, 
which let you into {everal ſtately Rooms,, which for the 
moſt part, were all wainſcotted with Oak, the Cieling as 


well as the Sides of the Room, In divers Pannels of the 


AV ainſcot (particularly in the Cielings and over the Chim- 
nies) there were neatly carved the Arms of England, quar- 
=Rcrly France and England, and the Coat of Arms of the Ab- 


bey, which was Vert, a Croſs Botocne Argent, in the firſt 
Quarter, our Bleff:d Lacy, with our Saviour in her 
Right Arm and a Scepter in her Left, all Or, being the 


5 Coat of Arms, that was borne by our famous Britiſh King 
Arthur, who, in all likelihood, honoured this Abbey to 
far, as to beſtow this Coat upon them. But tœ return ta 
the Apartment. Up one Pair of Stairs, at the South Fal- 
e- ern End of this Building, ſtood, as I was told, the Ab- 
ring 

per- 
not 
icon. 
dient 


pot's Bedchamber. It was, as near as I can gueſs, about 


*Eighteen Feet in Length, and about fourteen in Breadth. 


It had in it an old Bedſtead, without Tcſter or Poſts, was 
F at Bottom, and had a Board nailed ſhelving at 
e Head. This Bedſtead, according to the Tradition of 


e Place, was the fame has Abbot IV biting laid on, and [ 


was deſired to obſerve it as a Curioſity. This Apartment 
i much out of Repair, when I faw it. It rained in in 
any Places, by the Roof's being faulty in many Places, 
Several Pannels of the Wainſcor were ſhattered The 
Windows were much broken, and ſome of them were un- 
lazed. I enquired how it came to lay ſo neglected, and 
as anſwered, That it laid ſome Years empty, no body 
Earing to live there, it having been obſerved, that never 


* body, that had dwelt there, had ever thrived. Nay, 


was then told, That the Incloſure there had never 


F 2 con- 
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continued in one Family thirty Years together, ſinee 
the Abbey was diſſolved. To this Apartment belonged a 
Garden, and two Stables, one for the Abbots Saddle Naggs 


and Geldings, and the other for Mules and Horſes for his 
Horſe Litter. 


I can ſcarce form to myſelf an Idea of the King's 


Lodgings. Leland aſſures us there was here ſuch an AN A 


ueſt 
Houſe, or a diſtinct Building from it. And all that! 


ment, but does not tell us, whether it was part of the 
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know more of it is, That King Edward the Firſt and 


his Conſort Queen Elianor, with their Retinues, came $ 
hither in April 1278, and were conveniently lodged du- 7 
« ring their Abode, and were here magnificently enter⸗ 


cc 


* tain'd at the Expence of the Abbey. 


The Gueſt Houſe was an Apartment for the Entertain- 
ment of Strangers, and Reception of Travellers. Here 


all Perſons from the Prince to the Peaſant were entertained 
according-to their Rank and Quality, and none were brow- 


beaten or commanded to depart, if they were orderly and 
of good Behaviour, They were obliged to this Hoſpita- 7 
lity by the 53. Chapter of their Rule, where they are com- 


manded to receive all Comers, as they would receive Chi 


himſelf, who herealter will ſay, I was @ Stranger, axd you 


tocſ mein. 


There was in this Apartment a noble Hall; ſeveral | 


good Lodging Rooms very clean Kept and well furniſh'd, 


that they might not be unpleaſant to the Gueſts; a Cellar 1 
well ſtored with Wine and Beer; a Stable furniſh'd wich 
good Hay and Provender , ad. in a Word, there Were 


here all the Conveniences, that might be met with in an 


Inn (nay I may ſay in a Nobleman or Gentleman's Houſe) 
and all to be had gratis. F or this Reaſon, I ſhall here ob- 


ſerve 
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e ſtood (we are told by Sir William Dugdale) there was no 
„Ac for the Relief of the Poor, ſo amply did thoſe 
fHouſes give Succour to them in Want, whereas in the 
next Age, viz, A. D. 1596, 3gth of Elizabeth, no leſs 


*F&rve from Mr, Aubry, There were no Alchouſes, nor 
yet Inns, before the Reformation, but upon great Roads. 
gs For when they (e People) had a mind to drink (con- 
his tinues that Author) they went to the Frieries, and when 
they travelled, they had Entertainment at Religious 
Þ# Houſes for three Days, if Occaſions ſo required. This 
2's gparmentt was committed to the Hoſpitalarius, who had 
t- under him a Butler, Grooms and other proper Servants to 
* help him in the Execution of his Office. 
t I = 
nd The Eleemoſynarium, or Almonry, was a Place where 
me the Alms ot the Abbey were diſtributed. Here not only 
dau- the Poor of Glaftonbury, but even all the Poor of the 
ter- Neighbourhood found Relief.“ For whilſt Monaſteries 
ned than eleven Bills were brought into the Houſe of Com- 
W- mons for that Purpoſe.” To diſtribute theſe Alms, 
and there was always a grave Monk called Eleemoſynarius, or 


ita- Almoner, whoſe Buſineſs it was likewiſe to make an En- 

gquiry alter the ſick, feeble, antient and diſabled Perſons in 
t the Neighbourhood, and ſuch as were aſham'd to beg, 
you whom he bountifully relieved, as well as thoſe who came 
to the Almonry. The Almoner (if I miſtake not) was 


eral © was founded by Abbot Beere. 

4? d, £ : 

lar I take the Apartment of the Clerks of our Lady, to 
vich have been a little College of S-cular Prieſts, endowed with 
vere Rents and Allowances to ſay Maſs daily. for the Intention 


1 an of the Founder at ſome Chapel or Altar in the Church, 
uſe) Particularly at the Chapel of our Lady. All that I know 
ob- more of it, is, that it was built by Abbot Beere: That 

WE theſe 


3 = Overſeer alio of the Hoſpital of the poor Women, which 
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theſe Prieſts there lived under Regular Diſcipline, and were 


ſubject to the Abbot, who provided them with all neceſſary 
Conveniencies. 


The Boys Apartment was a kind of Seminary for 
Youth to be taught their Chriſtian Doctrine, Muſick and 
Grammar Learning, by which Means they became fit for 
the. Univerſity, What Number there were of them, I 
cannot tell, but find they ſerved in the Church as Choriſters, 
and were here found with all Neceſſarics gratis. There 
belonged to this Apartment a School, Dormitory, Hall, 

&c. The Care of thele Boys and their Apartment was 
committed to one of the Monts, who was their Maſter, 
who had a Cell in their Dortoir, and ”y conſtantly there, 
to keep them in Order. 


I am now come to the Kitchen, which is the only en- 
tire Building that remains. By it one may give a Gueſs 
what a ſtately Abbey it was before its Overthrow. It is 
all built of Stone, and hath not ſo much as a Peg of 
Wood about it, for its better Security from Fire. The 
Outſide of it, as it appears by the Cut in tne Monaſticon, 
is a four Square, and the Inſide of it is drawn into an eight 
Square Figure. There are in it four Fire Hearths. The 
Inſide of this Kitchen is 20 Feet high to the Roof, which 
runs up in a Figure of eight Triangles, equal and equila- 
teral, on tae Top whereof there is a Sort of Lanthorn, 
not unlike thoſe we have now in the Colleges of Oxford, 
or Inns of Court ; to which Lanthorn I conceive, by ſome 
Means or other, the Smoak cf the four Hearths was con- 
veyed. On the Eaſt and South, are two great Doors, and 
in the Squares, oppoſite to the Doors, there are two large 
Windows, it I remember well. There remains no Sign 
of any Dreſler or Parement, and it is at preſent made Ute 
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e for a Barn or Stable. * It is generally ſaid this Kitchen 
Jas built by Abbot biting, and I preſume this is the 
Tight of it, ſince I find nothing to the contrary. Every 


Monk of the Houſe ſerved a Week in the Kitchen, as it 
Tame to his Turn, unleſs he was in a Poſt, wherein he 
Eould be more ſerviceable to the Community, or was. pre- 
ented by Sickneſs. This St. Bennet enjoined his Chil- 
Aren, to the End they might all of them have an Opportu- 
1 He was called 


* 
JF 
$4 


Xo be dreſs'd, to carve the Portions for the Community, 


Of the Diſſolution of the Abbey. + 


[/ ING Hen the Eighth having caſt off the Pope's 
Y Authority, and declared himſelf ſupreme Head of 
the Church of England, either by Threats, Violence, or 
X27 yranny, or elſe by Preſents, Promiſes and Perſuaſions, 
—Weized upon and invaded all the Monaſterics of the King- 
om. N 


Ihe venerable Richard Whiting, Abbot of this Monaſ- 
tery, had Courage enough to maintain his Conſcience, and 
Fun the laſt Extremity. It ſeems neither Bribery nor Ter- 
For, nor any other diſhonourable Motives, could prevail 
—Wpon him to ſurrender his Abbey. To reach him there- 
ore, the Oath of Supremacy was offered him at 
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Pult all of Stone, was owing to King Ilcnry's threatening 
io ſet the old one on Fire. EE 
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Fs; which, though he refuſed, he was diſmiſſed, and 


* It is vulgarly reported, the Reaſon this Kitchen was 
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ſuffered to go at large: And thus being upon his Return 
to his Monaſtery, and not ſuſpecting any further Misfor- 
tune, he is ſaid to be ſeized, to be dragg*d up to the Torr, 
and there hanged and quartered, without being allowed the 
Liberty of taking Leave of his Convent, which he ear- 
neſtly deſired. Two of his Monks, Roger Jacob, alias 
James, and John Thorne, were there executed with him. 
They were charged with giving him ill Advice, and bring- 
ing him to ſuch an obſtinate Inflexible neſs. We have this 
Account frem Biſhop Godwin and Mr. Collier. 


This Execution happened on the 14th of November, 
1539. Shortly after, the poor Monts belonging to this 
Abbey, were turned out into the wide World to ſeck their 
Fortunes, and this rich and goodly Abbey, ſurpaſſing in 
Value and Antiquity all the Abbeys in England, (except- 
ing Weſtminſter Abbey) was demoliſhed. Nothing now 
being left but vaſt Ruins, diſcovering its former Grandeur; 
though the Fabrick of the Chapel of St. Foſeph of Ari- 
mathea is ſtill almoſt entire, except the Root, and the great 
Arch, which ſeparated the Chapel from the ſpacious Por- 
tico that led to it, which are broke down, as well as the 
Pavement, quite into the Vault underneath ; it is an Ob- 
long, curiouſly wrought after the Gothick Style : At each 
Angle was a Tower, terminated in a lofty Pyramid of 
Stene, having a Stair-Caſe within. | 


The Abbey, at its Diſſolution by King Henry, was va- 
lued at 3311 J. 7s. 4 d. per Annum, according to Sir 
William Dugdale; but according to Speed, at 3308 l. 13 8. 
4d. It lay near a dozen Years after its Diſſolution waſte 
and deſolate; but in the Year 1250, the fourth of King 
Edward's Reign, the Site of it was granted to Edward Sey- 
mour, Duke of Somerſet, and. aſterwards by Queen Eliza- 
beth to Sir Peter Carew. ' 3 TE * 
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E. ( 49 ) | 
An impartial Hiſtory of the Preperiies 
= andUſes of the MINERAL WATERS 
„24 Glaſtonbury. | 


— HE antient Magnificence and Glory of the Abbey, 

A whoſe noble and ſtupendous Ruins attract Awe and 
Veneration to this Day, can be exceeded by nothing but 
the preſent Fame of the Waters, which fſurpatics all Pe- 
ſcription and Belief; and whether their Merits may not e- 
qual their Fame, will be difficult to determine. 
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ing given to the due Uſe or Application of them, but they 
are drank by all Degrees of People of both Sexcs, both 
= youog and old, and in all Diſorders, as a Panacea or Uni- 


it without Rule or Advice, each individual preſcribing for 
themſelves, and patiently expecting from the Cures already 
effected by it, Kelict for their Maladies : This indeed was 
the Method firſt uſed to reduce Phyſick into en Art, that 
h len of Sagacity, Diligence, and Application, might 
> c 4 a Poſterity a Foundation for future Improvements. 
ol Ficnce it was Tippecrates deduced his Practice, and left us 
ZMhoſe excellent Aphoriſmis, which to this Day are allowed 
go be the Criterion of Phyſical Knowledge, and from which 


9 bone of our greateſt Phyſicians (notwithſtanding all our 

ir E mprovements in Anatomy, Chymiſtry, Philoſophy and 

Mo lathematicks) durſt deviate : But how much is it to be 
e 


amented, ſo noble, fo uſeful an Art ſhould decline, and 


Ps winde into Contempt, in an Age whercin even our Me- 
* Fhanicks boaſt themſelves equal, if not ſuperior in Under- 
ending to the wiſe King of 17a! That this does not 
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proceed from Want of Men of ſufficient Abilities, is cer- Y y 
tain ; that it ſhould proceed from Indolence would be a 
ſevere Cenſure, and to ſuppoſe it. owing to ſelf Intereſt RX 


greatly invidious. 


We muſt then defer diſcuſſing this Point till a farther © 


Opportunity, and ſince abler Pens will not undertake to | 


account for the Properties and Uſes of theſe celebrated Wa- 


ters, endeavour to give the World ſome few Hints from a a 
Hiſtory of Facts properly atteſted, and ſome Experiments 

made on the Waters, what Benefit may be expected from 
the Uſe of them: That their Mineral Qualitics are natu- 
ral, muſt be granted, fince never leſs Artifice was uſed by 


any People; they are not fond of impoſing the Dream and 


Miracle on you; they rather appear indifferent about it, 
neither giving much Attention to the real Merits of the 


Water, or their own Intereſt, 


- 


* 


The Blood, or Chalice Nell, lies on the North Side of A | 
the Hill near the Foot of it: In this Well ariſes two 


Springs, one much more ſtrongly impregnated than the 


other, and probably of different Properties; though at pre- 
ſent this cannot be determined, the Springs ariſing too 


near each other, to make any accurate Trials ſeparately on 


either; though both blended together, make a ſtrong Mi- 


neral. Somewhat higher on the Side of the Hill, inclin- 
ing to the South-Weſt, ariſes another Spring, equal in its 
Mineral Properties to thoſe of the Well; and ſtill 
further South-Weſt, you have a fine ſoft Water, pro- 
bably impregnated with Lime or Chalk- Stone, from its un- 


common Smoothnelſs : Theſe all join at the Foot of the 


Hill, and form one common Stream, from whence runnin; 
openly for a conſiderable Diſtance through the Street, ane 
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after that thro? ſeveral Meadows * and the South Part 


 » The Water taking this Courſe, cannot reaſonably be ſu; I 
poſed to partake of any Animal Subſtances, it running by I 
Side, aud not thro' any Part of the Incloſure that was oj" 


propriates for the Burial of the Dead. 
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Ly 2. 
der- N Ie Abbey, it appears again at the Chain Gate. The Water 
e a from the Spout or Shoot varies little from the Weight of 
reſt common Water, but that from the Blood, or Chalice Well, 
—Freighs eight Grains ſpecifically heavier. 
I could here ofler ſome Reaſons why the Medicinal 
lities of the Water muſt be full as efficacious at the Foot 2 
Va- the Hill, as at the Spout or Shoot where it is drank at pre- 
n a Went; but the World being ſo much prejudiced in Favour 
ents of that particular Spot, will not offend their Ears with the 
rom F ungrateful Subject, but only obſerve, That at the Spout 
atu- can receive no other Properties than that at the Foot of the 
ill, but Dilution; which might be more decently and 
A medicinally effected at the latter Place, with a proper Mix- 
ture of that fine ſmooth Water abovementioned ; for nei- 
= ther the ſtricteſt Examination or Situation of the Place can 
afford one ſolid Reaſon to ſuſpect any Spring ariſes between 
the Foot of the Hill and the Chain Gate; indeed it may 
be ſaid the Benefits already received, has been from that of 
the Chain Gate; but this is eaſily anſwered, the Multitude 
being directed to drink it there, and from the general Im- 
4 preſſion the Dream has made on them, care not to examine 
their own Senſes, whether it might or might not be more 
ſalutary at a different Place : This will not appear Whim 
vt or Conjecture, if ever any ſagacious Phyſician ſhould fee 


convenient to ſettle there, and | reduce i it to any regular Me- 
ſtil. a thod. 


pro- The Water of Chalice or Blood Mell, ferments ſtrongly 
un. with Oil of Vitriol ; that ariſing from the Bottom much 
' the ſtronger than that on the Surface, where both are blended 
nirg together z the Ebullition of that from the Side of the Hill, 
and is nearly equal to that taken from the Surface in the Well, 

rt o and that from the Spout ſcarce difcovers any Motion more 
up- than in common Water, but as all Waters differ in Quality 


from the different Beds or Strata they run thro', or leave 
; 07-8 many of their Mineral Qualities behind them, it is not ak 
1 G 2 all 


1 


all unlikely this may be the Caſe of the Spout Water; for 
was obſerved before, there can be no eſſential Dilkereace 
between that at the Spout, and that at the Foot of the Hill; 
but being rendered weaker by Dilution, and leaving fome 
of its Mineral Qualities behind it. 

* The Water being mixed with fixed Alkaline Salts, 
| grows viſcid, and precipitates a white Subſtance with Salts 
of the Urinous Kind; it likewiſe tinges the Sides of the 
Glaſs with a dirty Colour, after ſtanding ſome Time mixed 
with a Solution of Lead: Theſe and many other Experi- 
ments made on the Spot, may determine us what Mineral 
Qualities are contained in it, atleaſt the moſt predominate 
ones, and granting that Alum, Copper, and Lime or 
Chalk-ſtones, Cc. + have any Share in its Compoſition, 
it may not be difficult to account for the many ſurpriſing. 
Cures it has effected, when we examine the different Pro- 
perties of theſe Subſtances, and conſider that Mineral Wa- 
ters, when under proper Regulations, exert themſelves in a 
peculiar Manner as Alteratives, infinitely ſuperior to the 
moſt elaborate Productions of Art. 

I hope from the foregoing Premiſes, neither an implicit 
Faith, nor an implicit Incredulity, will be imputed to me; 
both Extreams are equally to be condemned, and on ſo im- 
portant a Subject as the Health of Mankind, highly de- 
ſerves the ſerious Attention of our Lierati, that Gothic 
Ignorance may no more prevail among us. 


Gate. 
T Arſenic is found in great Quantity on 1 Mecndip, 


Hills, in the Neighbourhood of Glaſtonbury, ſ that it can 


be allowed no improbable Conjecture to ſuppeſe theſe Maters 


retain ſome ſmall Share of ſuch Sus ſtances: nor does many. 


of the Experiments made ou the Ii 4, in the leaſi contra- 
diet fuck au . $ i 


Wa- 


* Theſe 7 ryals were made on the Water at tbe Chain 
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Waters impregnated with Alum, require great Skill, 
Judgment, and a perfect Knowledge of the Animal Oeco- 
nomy, to manage them diſcreetly : They act on many 
Conſtitutions as ſtrong Poiſons, and are not to be given 

but with the greateſt Deliberation, and an intimate and 
long Acquaintance with the Patient, to examine whether 


the Juices are full and turgid, active or dormant, acid or 


alkaline, or putrefactive. 


* Theſe are weighty Conſiderations, and muſt be ſtrictly 
TOL 


= attended to, before any true Judgment can be formed in 
what Diſorders the W ATERS may be ſerviccable, and in 
> what Conſtitutions they may be drank with Safety, whether 
they may be drank from the Well, or any other Place, and 
= what Degree of Dilution they require in the different Diſ- 
= orders they are intended to cure, when to leſſen and when 
do increaſe their Quantity, and at what Diſtances of Time 
they act beſt as Alteratives, or how or when they may 
prove purgative, as ſhall be judged moſt conducive to the 
Cure of cach particular Diſorder. 
= For Want of theſe Obſervations, it has already proved 
fatal to ſome, and, it's fear'd, may to many others: But 
this cannot be altogether attributed to the Inſalubrity of 
the WATERS, but to the preſent raſh and inconſiderate 
Method of drinking them : * The Strength of Imagin- 
ation in ſome, and Credulity in others, have ſo infatuated 
the Multitude, that an Attempt to undeceive them, would 
prove equally vain and fruitleſs; but ſetting alide Dream 
3 and Miracle, Superſtition and Ignorance, let us candidly 
1 examine whether the Effects of Alum, Copper, Sc. made 
dein by Chymical Proceſſes, are not nearly the ſame 


5455 i 3%: 


a a V. armer, (in the warmeſt Day this 3 
Prodaced) after drinking ihe Water, fill his Boots full of it, 
ben ot the ſame Time the Sweat was trickling down bit 
A veeks like a Shower of Kart, 


as 


6.48.) 
as thoſe wrought by drinking theſe celebrated WATERS. 


Every Surgeon knows what ſurprizing Cures are frequently 
performed by them, and muſt confeſs their Art cannot be 
carried on without them : Alum is drying, aftringent, and 
incraſſating; it ſtops Hæmorrhages, and is uſed by forne 
for the Cure of Agues. A Solution of Copper, (lays 
* the great Mr. Boyle) notwithitanding its many deleteri- 
* ous Qualities, cures the Rickets and many other Diſor- 
* ders proceeding from a Weakneſs of the Solids.” The 
celebrated Boerhaave gives many Proceſſes of it, with their 
Ules ; and Pitcairn recommends even Arſenic to be given 
internally in a Dyſentery. Boerhaave tells you a Solution 
of Copper, * with an Acid, has a ſurprizing Emetic and 
Purgative Quality in ſome Conſtitutions, and in others is 
rendered a very efficacious Alterative ; that the moſt viru- 
lent ſanious Uicers being waſhed with ſuch a Liquor, are 
cleans'd, dry*d, and heaPd by it; that mixed with a neu- 6. 
tral Salt, it is the famous Anti- Fpileptic for Children, a 
few Drops of which given faſting, moves by Stool, excites 
Nauſea, has a wonderſul Effect on their tender Stomachs, a 
quickens them, diſlodges Phlegm and Mucus in the Sto- 
mach and Inteſtines; by which it deſtroys Worms, cures 
Epilepſies, and is ſerviceable in moſt bad Habits of Body. 
That preparing a Tincture from it with a Volatile Alkali, 
the Patient taking three Drops taſting 1 in a Glaſs of Mead, 
and by Degrees increaſing it to twenty-four, he cured a 
perfect Aſcites, ſuch a prodigious Diſcharge of Urine be- 4 
ing excited, it ran as out of an open Cock, and the Integu- 
ments of the Abdomen became ſo looſe, they might be 1 
wrapped over one another; a reſtorative Regimen being 10 
directed, the Patient enjoyed a perfect State of Health 107 "0 
many Years after. He likewiſe tells you, that in all weak, 
acid, watery, cold, m UCOUS, pituitious Diſorders, chi. 


| 
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Tincrur: f 5 


Vide Bochh's Chem. B. 2. P. 132. 3. 4. 
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Tincture is uſed with Succeſs, that it opens, attenuates, 
warms, and proves a molt powerful and ſpeedy Diuretic. 

I hope this will be ſufficient to prove the Analogy be- 
tween the Chymical Proceſſes of theſe metallick earthy 
Foſſils, and the Mineral Qualities of the Glaſtonbury WA- 
TERS, which is ſufficiently demonſtrated on attentively 
conſidering the Cures atteſted before the Mayor of that 
Town. 

It may be expected I ſhould here lay down ſome Rules 
for regulating the drinking of theſe Waters, but till Time, 
Uxperience, and a farther Knowledge of the Properties of 
theſe V Vaters, afford a more favourable Opportunity, that 
cannot properly be done. But I ſhall obſerve here, that as 
the Cure of all Chronick Diſorders are beſt effected by Al- 
teratives, People ought to be cautious they are not over 
much purged by the V Vaters ; and in thoſe particular Con- 
ſtitutions, where they cauſe a Conſtipation of the Bowels, 
it would be convenient to take now and then ſome lenient 
aperitive Medicine, that the Miſchiets proceeding from 
Coſtiveneſs may be prevented Some further Cautions 
and Directions may be gathered from what I ſhall remark 
on the following Caſes. 


Having given the moſt impartial and accurate Account 


- 
nd 


of the Properties of the G/aftondury VV ATERS, I Mall 


now endeavour to illuſtrate it further, by producing a Hil- 


tory of Caſes properly atteſted, and regiſtered in the pub- 


lick Records of that Town. 

As to Mr. Matthew Chancellor's Dream, it would be 
n-edleſs to mention it here, the VVorld being well ac- 
quainted with it from the great Number of printed and 
Manuſcript Accounts of it, already diſperſed over the 
whole Kingdom : I ſhall only obſerve, it has not much 
contributed either to eſtabliſh the Credit of the V Vaters, 
or the real Intereſt of the Town ; for though in the Be- 
ginning (from the Impreſſion the Relation of the Dream 
(made 
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ex) 
made) Multitudes, exceeding all Credibility, reſorted there, 
yet, aſter the Loſs of ſome Lives by the raſh and impru- 


dent Method of drinking the V Vaters, the Miracle ccas'd. 
The Inhabitants of the Place are ſo well convinced of the 


Truth of this, that the Majority of them treat Chancellor's | 


Dream, and the Cure likewiſe, with great Indifference 
nor from the ſtricteſt Enquiry, could I find any Perſon 
would take on them to aſiert how many Years he had been 
afflicted with an Aftbma, how ſevere his Caſe was, or that 
he had been ever known to apply for any regular Advice: 
However, as the Hero of the Story, I ſhall give my Rea- 
ders his Affidavit : 


May 31, 1731. 
Matthew Chancellor made Oatbh beſore the Mayor of Glats 
tonbury, Lat be was perfettly cured of an Aſthma, under 
which be had laboured for almoſt thirty Tears, by drinking a 
quarter of a Pint of the Waters from the Chain Gate, every 
Sunday Morning (and at no other Time) ſeven ſucceeding 


Sundays. 
Thomas White, Mayor. Atteſted R. Blake 


Mrs. Fuſſel )hewiſe depoſed, that ſce had been cared of an 

Aſthma and Droply, with which fbe bad been affiicted up- 

wards of nine Years, by drinking balf a Pint of the Waters 

for ſeven ſucceſſive Sundays; aud that ſhe drang neither more 

nor leſs than ſeven half Pints. Margaret Fuſſcl. 
Thomas White, Mayor. 


Mrs. Fuſſel is a Woman of Credit and Reputation, whoſe 
Character is well eſtabliſhed, and her Veracity to be de- 
pended on: In whoſe Converſation appears nothing artful 
or deſigning ; and of the Reality of whoſc Cure, there is 
no Ditpute : She was firſt attacked with an ba, about 
nine Years ſince, which inc: "My dgly, ſhe apply'd for 
Auvioe 


Signed, Matthew Chancellor. 


— 


teria Medica; who very ing 
pa ſinodicꝶ, or convulſiwe Aſthma ; and after preſcribing her 


| „ithout Effcc t, declared her Caſe incurable. 


BF:::day it diſcover'd its Diuretick 


* 
Advice to an Apothecary in the Town, and after this to a 
3 Surgeon in the Neighbourhood, who attempted a Cure, but 


In vain : Her Diſorder full gaining Ground, ſhe had Re- 
I courſe to a very eminent Phyſician, to whom the V Vorld is 


wach obliged for many curious Obſervations. in the Ma- 


eniouſly told her it was a true 


proper Regimen, which was continued for fome Time 


Under theſe unhappy Circumſtances {he continued with- 
ut any Probability of Relief; till a Year or two atter, to 
Wer her Caſe more deplorable, ſhe grew anaſarcous, or 


Alropſical; and of Conſequence, by the Quantity ot V Va- 


ter lodged in the Abdomen, contracting the Cavity of the 
Frhorax, or Breaſt, by its Preſſure, her Aſthma increaſed 


th ſo much Violence, that every Fit was judged by her 
clations and Neighbours to be the laſt to put a Period to 
er Miſery, for ſhe was frequently obliged to be brought 


Novn in the Middle of the Night out ot her Chamber into 
he open Air of the Garden, to enable her to draw Breath. 


Ir. Chancellor' Dream, and the Report.of his Cure, made 


Pittle Impreſſion on Mrs. Fſfe! ior ſome Time, till by the 
Hepeated Advice of her Friends, and the D ciperatencls of 


by - \- 


ier Caſe, ſhe was induced to make the Experiment: Half 
== Pint was drank for three Sundays ſucceſſively, without 
3 Wy ſenfible Alteration, either by Stool, Urine or Spitting, 
nd without either Pain or Sickneſs but on the fourth 
"4 Quality, by the large 
Quantity of Urine which was then diſcharged: She con- 
Winued to drink the Waters only once a Weck, on a un- 
ay; and no Arguments could prevail on her to drink it 
ftener than the Dream expreſſed; yet, notwithſtanding the 
mall Quantity of the Water drank, and at the Interval of 
Weck between, it operated ſtrongly by Ur ine; and the 
och Sunday ſhe was lo muc! h recovered, 2s to drink them 
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( 53 ) 1 
on the Spot, and ſince the ſeventh Sunday ſhe has continued 
entirely tree from her Complaints, though ſhe has never 3 
drank the Waters ſince, ſave once or twice, to oblige a Per- 
ſon who lodges with her : She has likewiſe walked above a 
Mile and a half at one Time, and even to the Torr, which 
ſtands on a very high Hill, very difficult of Aſcent, tho” 
before for ſome Years ſhe had not been able to walk acroſs 
a Room. ; 
Theſe Facts are inconteſtable, and as ſuch muſt prove 

the Medicinal Qualities of the Waters, beyond all Contra- 
diction; and thele Effects of the Water in ſuch ſmall Quan- 
Titics, and at ſuch Diſtances of Time, is very uncommon, _ 
and not caſily to be accounted for, it far exceeding the uſual 


Effects of Diurcticks, or the known Properties of any Cha- 
+ 885 Waters. 


George Nott, of the Teton of Bewdley, in the County il 
Worceſter, was violently affiifted with an Aſthma for 20 3 
Years aad upwards, which was deemed by the Phyſician | 
h attended on him, Scorbutick ;, by their Advice he viſited © 
the Spaws of Cheltenham 77: Glouceſterſhire, and Harragate 
in Yorkſhire, but found no Relief till be made Uſe of the Glaſ 4 
tonbury F/ATERS ; which, in ſeven Weeks, cured bim , 


his Diſorder. George Nott. A 
Thomas VVhite, Mayer, 4 


Mrs. Stevens, of Crewſhole, in the County of Gloticefter, 3 
hereby certifies, that for fix Years and upwards ſhe had been 
affiifted with a moſt difficult and troubleſome Reſpiration, au- 
tended with a violent Wheezing, and preternatural Elevation 
of the Scapula, and all the Symptoms of a confirmed Aſthma, 
and bad taken many Medicines without Effect; that abou 

four Months fince ſhe ſent for the Glaſtonbury Waters, fron 

the Chain Gate, and after drinking them for fix Sunday 
Mornings, be expettorated Fredy, which before could not i, 3 

? procuris® 
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ed Procured by Medicine; that ſhe now uſes Exerciſe with Eaſe 
ver and Pleaſure, and is very ſeldom troubled with a Cough, 

x. Dated June 22, 1751. Anne Stevens, 
dea Atteſted before R. Blake, Juſtice. 
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3 x In the three preceding Caſes may be obſerved, in the firſt 
roſs i? Diuretick Quality, in the ſecond an Antiſcorbutick, and in 
| = the laſt, that it powerfully promoted Expectoration or 
-ove © Spitting : In extemperaneous Preſcriptions, we often find 
tra- Alteratives, Diureticks, and Expectorants, blended toge- 
nan. ther; and that theſc fuld act ſeperately, as the Humours 
non, are more or leſs turgid, active, or dormant, is not at all 


ua! ſtrange, but well known to happen by all Phyſicians in 
Cha- J Practice. 

> Thatthe Glaſtonbury VVaters are a Compoſition of many 
Minerals, is certain, though perhaps all their Properties 
ty of have not yet been diſcovered z from hence ariſes the great. 
- of Difficulty of preſcribing any general Rules for the Uſe of 
ant them; it muſt depend wholly on the Age, Seaſon, Tem- 
ifited perament, and Conſtitution of the People who uſe them: 
agate 4 Indeed Obſervation has made it appear they are leſs ſervice- 
Glas- able in the Bilious and Sanguine, than in the Cold and 


£ 


m off Phlegmatick ; and that in Conſtitutions where Acidities 


Noc. $ prevail, they act as Antimonials ; which, though a very 
= powerſul Alterative, in fuch Habits become highly Eme- 

tic and Cathartic : The following is a very ſingular Inſtance 
7 er, of its acting as a Cathartic: ; = 
Jen A young Lady of the firſt Rank in the County of So- 
= merſet, had for many Years Swellings under her Jaws, and, 


u, al. | ; 

„tien one particularly large under her Chin, ſuppoſed to be a 
TR Species af the Evil: A very eminent Surgeon in Bath 
| ** 


= was conſulted on the Occaſion, and Miſs was for ſome Lime 


about 4 ime 

fron under his Management to little Purpoſe. About a Year 
2% | . 7 . Sh 5 
undaf and half ſince, the young Lady being in Briſtol, this Swelling; 


not i greatly increaſed, all the other centering in chat under the 
cure H Hi Chine 


( 6 ) 
Chin. 


mitied herſelf to his Treatment, under whoſe Care ſhe re- 
mained fourtcen Months; but inſtead of Relief, found her 
Diſorder much increaſed : On her Return Home, there was 
one continued large hard Swelling from Far to Ear, ſo 
great, that her Chin could not be een, the Veins appear- 
ing black, and her Throat Was ſo aſteCted, that cating was 
very painful to her. 

This Diſorder was removed, and almoſt perfectly cured, 
by the Ute of the Glaſtonbury WATE RS, after drinking 
them fix Weeks; the Wound at firit diſcharged plc atifully, 
and, after ſeven or eight Days, gradually healed as the 
Swell ings abated : It is now entirely whole, and very little 
Appearance of any Swelling remains: She continu'd for 


ſome Time afterwards to bathe the Part once every Day with, *® 


the Well Water, and, to drink of that from the Spout or 
Shoot three Times every Day, at Seven in the Morning, at 
Twelve, and at Four in the Afternoon. 

There are many extraordinary Circumſtances attending 
this Caſe: In the firſt Place, half a Pint a Day was drank, 
without any Effect; but when repeated three Times a 
Day, it kept her in almoſt a continual Purging, and ſoon 
made a viſible Alteration in the Diſorder; which being 
nearly eradicated, the Water had little or none of its wonted 
Effects. Her Habit of Body was likewiſe quite altered 
by the Uſe of it, from being pale, thin, and ſickly. She 
is become blooming, cheartu), and ſprightly, and her Jaw, 
Chin and Face, has Continued {ſince rey {mooth and 
ſound. 

As this Caſe is fo remarkable, I mall obſerve that the 
young Lady, from her Infancy, had been afflicted with 
Glandular Swellings, and that it increaled with her Years, 
b an 


On Application to a very old and ſkilful Practiti- 
oner in that City, who has acquired a very high and de- 
{crved Reputation, Aſſurance was given of a Cure in a few 

Weeks: With this pleaſing Proſpect, the young Lady ſub- 3 
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who attended the Child : 
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and undoubtedly at the Time of her beginning to drink 
the Glaftonbury V Varers, the Humours were full and tur- 
gid, and Nature had duly prepared and fitted them for 
Expulſion; otherwiſe we ſhall find it very difficult to ac- 
count for the dilterent Operations of the V Vaters, at the 
Time the young Lady firit began to drink them, and their 
loſing their purgative Quality at the Decline of the Diſor- 
der, when the Swellings abated. But notwithitanding the 
Event proved favourable for the young Lady, I ſhould ra- 
ther have depended on the Opening and Alterative Proper- 
tics of the V Vaters, than to have riſqued the many Miſ- 
chiefs attending over much Purging. 
The following Cale, it not ſimilar, is very analogous ta 
the foregoing, and ſufficiently evinces what Succeſs may be 
expected from the Alterative Qualitics ot the V Vaters, 
without running any Hazard from too great a Purgation, 
or by the too frequent Ule of them. 


A Child of Captain Colquhoune's, Commander of a Gui- 
nea-man, in the Briſtol Trade, was ſeized with the Small- 
Pox in December laſt; after which, à viclent ſharp Humour 


fell into the Right Arm, which rendered the Bone carious, 


and four Exfoliations were taken from it by the Surgeons 
After this, a Flux of Humours fell 
on the Eye, which threatened a Cataract, and uo Encourage- 
ment was given by the Gentlemen who had been applied to on 
this Occaſion, About ſeven Weeks ago, Mrs. Colquhoune 
brought the Child to Glaiton! a2ury 3 Wwoere, by drinking the 
Waters, and waſhing the Parts affeted, the Child received a 
perfect Cure. Rebecca Colquhoune., 
Dated June 22, 1751. - 
THOMAS VVnite, Mayor, 


Nature not, being ſtrong enough in the Child, a perfect 
| Depuration was net made during the Small-Pox, which 
fre- 
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frequently happens; but this obſtinate Caſe was wholly re- 
lieved by the VVaters, acting only as any other mild Ape- 
rient Medicine might have done; and the Child ſtill con- 
tinues in perfect Health : An evident Proof, I think, that 
theſe V Vaters are to be more ſafely depended on as Altera- 
tives, than too precipitately uſing them as Purgatives. 


James Smith, a Lancaſhire Man, by Trade a Weaver, 
lately belonging to the Third Regiment of Foot Guards, de- 
poſea, that about nine Years ago an Abſceſs fell into one of 
his Legs, after a violent Fever, and that ſoon after his other 
Leg broke out in the ſame Manner; ſo that after lying in 
Hyde- Park Infirmary for ſome Time, and uo Proſpect of a 
Cure, he was diſcharged ; at which. Time there appeared no 
leſs than forty-two Running Ulcers in both Legs. Te after 
this was admitted into St. Thomas's Hoſpital, and turned 
out as ineurable; when coming to Glaſtonbury, and bathin 
and drinking the Waters there, his Ulcers are all healed, and 
the Cutis firm ; that there remain no Signs of any Wound, 
but a univerſal Redneſs over both Legs. A Leprous Di for- 
der, with which he had been likewiſe affitied, is wholly re- 
moved bythe Uſe of the Malers. James Smith, 

Dated J une 30, 1751. 

TroMas VVHITE, Mayor. 


James Smith, for a few Days after coming to Claſtonbury, 
drank the V Vaters at the Chain Gate; but finding no ſen- 
fible Evacuation produced by it, drank them three Times a 
Day from the Spout at the Foot of the Hill, which purg'd 
him ſo violently, that nothing could juſtify the Ute of it 
ſo frequently, but the Goodneſs of his Conſtitution, and 
his firm Belief of being cured by it. His VVounds were 
likewiſe firſt waſhed with the VVater at the Chain Gate, 
and afterwards with that at the Foot of the Hill. 


f * | 
* * 
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7 3830 
e ohn Perry, of Smithorp, in the Pariſh of Church- 
> Tauton, in the County of Devon, certifies, that after the 


| _ 2 Meaſles, with which he was ſeized about four Years ago, a 
5 violent Flux of Humours fell into both bis Eyes, which af- 
a- % * flifted his Sight to ſo great a Degree, that he was obliged to 
leave off Buſineſs, being almoſt blind, and a meſt dreadful 
* Head-ach attending it: He applied to ſeveral Phyſicians, 
1 7 which proving of little or no Service, about ive Weeks fince 


be came to Glaſtonbury z where, by frequently waſhing his 
of * Fxyes, and drinking the Waters, he is ſo far cured as to ſee 
* to thread a Needle, aud the Humour which flowed to his Eyes 
; is almoſt dried up. John Perry, 
2 Dated June 23, 1751. | 
Atteſted betore R. Blake, Juſtice, 


Elizabeth Mugridge, of Minehead, in the County of So- | 
merſet, depoſed, that baving a very ſharp Tumour for | 
twenty Years and upwards in one of her Legs, which form'd \ 
ſeveral Running Ulcers, and having applied to many Surge- ; 
ons in that Neighbourhood for Cure, without Effet, foe | 
came to Glaſtonbury about fix Weeks ago; and by drinting | 
the Water, and bathing ber Leg, ſhe is now perfecily cured, 

Elizabeth Mugridge. | 

Dated June 23, 1751. | 

Thomas VVhite, Mayor. 
R. Blake, Juſtice. | | 


Mrs. Lovegrove, of Ballance-Strect, in the City of Briſ- 
tol, made Affidavit, that in September 1749, be loft the 
Uſe of all ber Limbs ;, ber Hands and Fingers being greatly 
contracted, and rendered uſeleſs to ber by the Violence of her 
Diſorder, and large Pits formed on the Backs of ber Hands 
and Wriſts ; her Complaints after this proceeded downwards, 
and affected the lower Parts, that ſhe had been ſo greatly 
weakened by it, as ebliged ber to be fed, nurſed, and helped 
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in all Reſpects for the Space of eight Months , that ſhe re- 
ceived ſome Relief at Bath, but found no perfeft Cure, till 
coming to Glaſtonbury, he baihed and drank the Waters 
there, and after the Space of ſix Weeks received a perfect 
Cure, being reſtored to the Uſe of all ber Linibs, and her 
Hands become quite plump and full. The Waters purged 
her for three Weeks violently ; but, after the fourth Week, 
did not purge her at all. Elizabeth Lovegrove. 
Thomas White, Mayor. 


This Caſe appears to have been truly ſcrophulous, and 
was healed by the great Alterative Properties of theſe Wa— 
ters; but as this Word has been fo often mentioned, it 
might not be improper to give our Readers an Idea of what 
is underſtood by the Term Alterati ve. 

Alteratives are employed in correcting Matter that is 
faulty as to Quality ; but becauſe the Matter to be cor- 
rected in Diſeaſes may be faulty in difterent Reſpects, it is 
plain there muſt be various Species of Alteratives adapted 
to the various Effects of the offending Matter; for it the 
Juices of a Human Body (which in their natural State are 
benign, mild, and Balſumick) ſhould acquire a corroſtve 
Quality, or aſſume a hot, ſubtile, ſulphurous Intempe raturc, 
or become viſcid and tenacious, or over acid, or corroſive, 
in ſuch Circumſtances Alteratives of different Kinds ſhould 
be adminiſtered ; Abſorbents for imbibing, and blunting 
the acid; temperating Medicincs for diſſolving, and atte- 
nuating che thick and viſcid Juices, and Demulcents for 
ſheathing and mitigating the burning and corroſive Acri— 
mony; Altcratives then are divided into three Claſſes, 
Abſorbents, Demulcents, Inciders, or Attenuants. 

From this laſt Property we may caſily account ſor the 
many wonderful Cures performed by the Glaſtonbury Wa- 
ters. The Virtucs of tit and. inciding Medicines 
are ſo extenfive, that from che great Varicty of their Ef- 
fects, 
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fects, they are ranged under different Denominations; 
when tenacious viſcid Humours not only ſtagnate in the 
Cavitics of the Veſſels, but ſtuff up and obſtruct the {mall 
Tubes of the Inteſtines, and Myſentery ; theſe Medicines 
by their inciding and attenuating Quality diſengage the 
impacted Humours, remove the Obſtructions, and tor this 
Reaſon may be juſtly called Aperients, ſince they produce 
that Effect: they allo deſerve the Name of Antiſcorbu— 
ticks, and Purifiers of the Blood, for ſince the Purity, and 
good State of the animal Juices depend on the due Secres 
tion and Excretion of ſuperfluous and recrementitious Mat- 
ter; and ſince this cannot be carried on when the {mall 
capillary Veſſels of the Glands, and Emunctorics are blocked 
up by viſcid and tenacious Humours, tis plain thoſe Me- 
dicines which are endowed with a Power of incic ng viſcid 
Juices, and removing Obſtructions, muſt not only be great 
Purifiers of the Blood, but alto Preicrvatives againſt the 
Scurvy; in which the Juices are of a bad Quality, and 
loaded with various heterogencous, viſcid, ſalt ſulphureous 
Particles. 


Now fince Attenuants produce ſuch different Effects, 


= theſe WATERS, which are very eminently poſſeſſed of 
2 ſuch Properties, ſhould be drank under the Directions of 
2 ſome Phyſicians, who ought to know what Quantities, and 
4 at what Diſtances of Time the Patient in cach particular 


i 


2 Caſe ſhould make Ule of them as Aperients, or otherwite. 


But it muſt be here obſerved, theſe Fropertics do not exert 


D the emſelves ſo effectually when the Waters are kept any 


Time, as they do on the Spot; of the Truth of which the 
following Experiment will be a Proof. Eight Drops of 


Oil of Vitriol were dropped into a Gill Glaſs of the Wy a- 
: ter, immediately on its being taken out of the Vell, which 
2 cauſed a violent inteſtine Motion, nearly equal to that when 
the Juice of Lemons are mixed with the Salt of Worm = 
vocd, excepting only the Bubbles: On trying the ſame 


1 Water, 


2 —_ — 
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Water, after having ſtood open about three Hours, there 
appeared much leſs Motion; and after carrying it ſome 
Miles, and letting it ſtand ſtopp'd i in a Phial for the Space 
of a Week, not only the Mineral Taſte was wholly loſt, 
but there appeared no other Change in it but what would 
have happened by dropping the Oil of Vitriol into common 
Water. 

From this it plainly appears, theſe Waters are very Vo- 
latile, and that the Etherial Spiritus Rector (with which 
it is highly impregnated in the B/ocd or Chalice Well) quick- 
ly paſies off, and with it the greateſt Part of its Medicinal 
Qualities ; fo that the Scheme propoſed by the Mayor of 
that Town and a worthy Brother Magiſtrate of the City of 
Londen, who lately paid a Viſit to that Place, to treat of 
Fropoſals for the Sale of theſe WATERS in that City, 


and elſewhere, muſt prove very little ſerviceable to the 


Publick. 


Thomas Hadley, belonging to the Amazon Man of War, 
depoſed, that about two Tears fince having loſt his Hearing, 


by the firing of Guns aboard the ſaid Ship, with the Per- 

miſſion of his Captain abcut three Mees ſince came to Glaſ- 
tonbury, where by bathing his Head, and le!ting ſome of * 
. Water fall into his Lat 5 he HOU, * beers Very W well, aud oh- 3 


ined a perfect Cure. 


Thomas Hadley. 
Dated June 28, 1751 | 


Thomas White, Mayor. 


From the ſmart Vibration of the Air, by the Diſcharge * 
of Cannon, ſuch Accidents frequently happen; and I am 
Credibly informed there were no other Means uſed in this 
Caſe, than bathing the Head, and d iropping the Water 


from the Blood or Chalice 3 Yell, into his Ears. 
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The two following Caſes, if fairly ſtated, highly deſerve 
the Attention of the Publick ; therefore I hope there is no 
Foundation for the Report that Mrs. Powel!”'s Bloody Can- 
cer ſhould appear to be no more than a Schirrous 'Tumour 
ulcerated, and attended with no Malignity. 


Mrs. Hacker, of Somerton, who had for ſeven Tears a 
Cancerous Humour in her Tongue, declared, that from the 
ſecond Sunday of her drinking the Waters, ſhe felt neither 
Pain or Shootings, which before always happened when any 
Thing was applied to repel the Humour; and after drinking 
it for ſeven ſucceſſive Sundays, ſhe was perfefly cured, nor 
bas any Complaint in her Tongue, nor any Part near it. 


May 15, 1751. 


The latter End of June, Mrs. Hacker remained per- 
fectly well, and no Appearance of any Ulcers were to be 
feen. Many Surgeons were employed in the Cure of this 
Diſorder, without giving any Relief to the Patient. 


Honor, the Jife of Charles Powell, Veaver, of the Pa- 
riſh of Minehead, in the County of Somerſet, made Afidatit, 
that for four Years paſt ſhe had been afflifted with a Bloody 
Cancer in her Left Hand, and was under the Care of a Sur- 
geon, who abeut a Quarter of a Year ſince propoſed to her to 
take it off ; which jhe abſolutely refuſed, That on Sunday 
the 12th Day of May laſt ſhe began to Uſe the Glaſtonbury 
Mineral Mater, by bathing in, and drinking of which, ſhe 
ſoon found great Relief, and is now perfettly healed and en- 
tirely free from Pain. 


The Mark of Hcnor + Powcll, 


Thomas White, Mayor. 


This is one of the moſt deplorable Diforders which af- 


fit Human Bodies, and which has never yet appeared to 
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have been cured, unleſs by removing the Diforder together 
with the diſeaſed Part: Nor is this Diforder terrible only 
for its Obſtinacy, (by which it reſiſts the Action of all 
Means nf 9 A but is alſo to be dreaded from the ſevere 
Pains and intolerable Putrefaction which it occaſions, by 
which laſt it gradually eats through and deſtroys all Parts 
of the living Body, the Bones only excepted : Add to all 
theſe Calamities, the long Continuance of the Torments, 
with which the unhappy Patient is ſometimes afflicted for 
many Months, nay even Years, before Death (the ultimate 
Remedy of all Evils) puts a Period to the moſt excrucia- 
ting Pains ; for unleſs th Patient is loſt by a profuſe Hæ- 


morrhage, from an Eroſion of the larger Veſſels, Life is 


uſually Tupported in Miſery for a long Time before the 
Body is deſtroyed. 

A this Diſorder, then, of all others, is the moſt deplo- 
rable, how deſirable would it be to have the Reality of this 
Cure fully proved, and the Riſe and Progreſs of the Diſ- 
order through each different Stage, ſtrictly and fkilltully 
examined into, that the World may be ſatisfied they are 
not impoſed on with an Account of imaginary Diſtempers 
inſtead of real ones; and this muſt be made appear clearly, 
before Men of Senſe riſque their Health, and give up their 
Underſtanding : And how effentially neceſſary this will be 
to eſtabliſh the Credit of the Waters, is moſt evident from 
the following Query by the learned Author of a Treatiſe 
juſt publiſhed, on the Origin, Nature, and Virtues of Cha- 
b bear WATERS, and natural Hot Bat s. 


!. GS 8 


« If theſe Perſons that are related as cured, were really 


© afflicted with thoſe Dilcaſes it is ſaid they were healed 
< trom ? 
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J doubt not, ſays he, but the Inhabitants of Bath 
publiſhed many remarkable Caſes of Cures with a good 
Intent; but permit me to obſerve, there is a vaſt Diffe- 
rence between Imaginary Diſorders and Real ones, and 
perhaps the Cure may ſtand on the like uncertain Prin- 
ciple ; but if theſe Cures are really performed, as re- 
ported to be, we {hall be able, on Examination, clearly 
ro find out the Cauſes from whence they proceeded, 
without having any Recourſe to ſupernatural Aids. 
«© All Cures that are reported of the Glaſtonbury Wa- 
ters, have many Times been effected by the Shadwell, 
and Dog and Duck Waters, near London, (Cancers ex- 
cepted) of which indiſputable Facts can be produc'd ; 
bu: whatever extraordinary Cures have been performed 
by theſe juſtly celebrated WATERS, they never were 
recommended to the Publick in fuch an Enthuſiaſtical 
Manner as thoſe of Glaſtonbury, but the natural Caules 
fully aſſigned, whereby the Cures were wrought.? 
Therefore, if theſe healing Properties are contained in 
the Glaſtonbury Mineral Waters, ſuperior to any hitherto 
dilcovered, let them be ſufficiently ſer forth, and accounted 
for in the ſame natural Manner, and this Cafe in particular 
more fully explained and demonſtrated. The Publick de- 
mand this Satisfaction, and the future Reputation of the 
Waters depends on the Iſſue of it, that the World may be 
convinced from Reaſon, and the Nature of Things, whe- 
ther Providence has been ſo propitious as to difcover (by a 
Viſionary Direction) a Remedy tor a Diſcaſe which has hi- 
therto cluded the Powers of all Medicines, 
Should this Caſe and its Cure prove true, what was 
hinted in Page 52, will not appear improbable, vz. That 
theſe Waters may have ſome ſmall Quantity of Artenic in 


* 


An Acccunt of Cures was publiſhed ſome Time ago, by 
un Inhabitant of Bath, | 
| them, 
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them, ſince a very eminent Phyſician, treating of a Can- 
cer, ſays, Saturnine Medicines are of great Ute, wonder- 
fully abſorbing and ſweetening the ſharp corroſive Acid; 
but the Radical Cure is to be expect hem Arſenical Pre- 
parations only, if this Authority may be relied on. 


We ſhall now give ſome Caſes, as collected by an Inha- 
bitant of Path; who, as far as we can find, had not the 
leaſt Intereſt in the Succeſs of theſe Waters, and therefore 
cannot be ſuſpected of Partiality ; and we ſhall find them 
full as extraordinary and remarkable as thoſe collected by 
the Inhabitants of the Place themſclves. 


James Evans, of the City of Wells, Barber, fixty Years 
eld, and upwards, depoſed, that fer more than twenty Years 
paſt be had been Micted with Swellings, and had more than 
twenty Wounds in both Legs, that be had been grievouſly 
troubled with the Rheumaliſin, that fur many Years paſt 


*twas with great Difficulty he moved in his Bed, and was 


jy" very Aſthmatick, breathing with the utmoſt Difficul- 
: He had been under the Care both of Apothecaries and 
Strgeons, without finding any Relief. About nine Weeks 
ago be began to uſe the Glaſtonbury Water; bathing and 
drinking of which, be continued till about a Week paſt : He 
began to mend in abcut a Fortnight after the Arft Uſe of it, 
and is now perfecily recovered of all his Diſorders, and in a 
very goed State of Health. 
This is the true State of my Caſe, as Witneſs May 31, 
1751, the Mark of James + Evans. 
Sworn before me, Samuel Hill.“ 
June I, 1751. 


* Mr. Hs is a Canon Reſidentiary of the Cathedral 


Church of Wells, and one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 


Peace for the County of Somerſet, 
; Mary 
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in- Mary, the Wife of Charles Payne, of the Pariſh of Chews 
er- ton-Mendip, in the County of Somerſet, Butcher, now about 
d; forty-two Years old, was about a Month before Chriſtmas 


re- laſt taten ill; ſhe purged and flooded violently for about à 
Xx Month, which continued on her with exce//rve Pain, and 
= with little or no [ntermiſſion, till it brought ber ſo very low 

la- and weak, that fhe kept her Bed about ſixteen Weeks, by 


he FF which ſhe was emaciated to the laſt Degree, and it was be- 
re Hieved that every Day would be her laſt. About Chriſtmas 
m ſhe got a violent Cough, and between-whiles vomited up 
by 3 what appeared a Mixture of Blood and Phlegm, and was 


near ready to foint after every Fit of Coughing : This Diſor- 
der proceeded thus till about Lady Day, when ſhe was like 


— 
- — —A— _ Vs 4 * 


rs to be ſuffocated, till ſhe vomited up a very large Quantity of 
rs Blood and Phlegn, or Corruption, which was thought an 
aw | JTmpoſthume, and that relieved her Breathing, but left her as 
fly weak as poſſible ;, and her Loſſes by Flooding, and her Pains 
iſ till alſo continuing as mentioned above, till almoſt dead, fhe 
as was adviſed to try the Glaſtonbury Water. It was brought 
L. o ber Houſe on a Sunday Morning, about eight Weeks ago, 
ud and ſbe drank of it, and continued to drink it every Day for 
hs 3 the firſt Week, but it affefted ber Breathing, till ſhe chang'd 
id Der Method, and only drank it en Sundays. Within ttventy- 
le four Hours of ber firſt drinking it, ſhe brought ef certain 
"4 coagulated Pieces that were ſurprizingly long and large. 
a After the fourth Sunday's drinking of the Mater, all her 
Diſcharges and Pains waſted, and ſhe mended unaccountavly 
fall; and the Monday after her fixth Sunday's Draught, 
ſhe walked above a hundred Paces from ber own Houſe, and 
back again in good Spirits, and every Way well. 
This is a true Account of my Cale ; as Witneſs m 
Hand this 10th of June, 1751. Mary Payne. | 
1 The ſaid Mary Payne acknowiedped every Particular i 
c here mentioned, in cur Preſence. *' 
Y J. Taſwell, Vicar of Chewton-Mendip. | 1 
7 3 Will. Hippilley, Tho, Green, Charco 77 argens, 4 
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From this Caſe it appears plain, the WATERS are not 
to be drank ſo frequently as People in general now drink 
them; for you find it affected the Breath in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as obliged Mrs. Payne to deſiſt, and uſe them at 
greater Diſtances of Time ; by which Method they 
proved highly deterſive, and afterwards a very powerful 
Styptick. | 


William Belcher, of New-ſtreet, without Lawford's 
Gate, in the City of Briſtol, Broad Weaver, depoſed, that 
for mare than tex Years paſt he had been affiited with that 
Species of Dropſy called a Tympany : He ſwelled greatly 
in his Stomach and Bowels, and was frequently in extream 
Agonies ;, that he had been under the Care of many Surgeons 
and Apothecaries, without yecetuing any Relief. On Suns 
day, the fifth of May laſt, he began to uſe the Glaſtonbury 
Waters, and bath drank them almoſt every Day fince : By 
the Uſe of which he believes himfelf perfeciiy cured of his Dij- 
order, not having the leaſt Appearance of any Swelling, and 
is entirely free from Pain. 


This is the true Account of my Caſe, os Witneſs the 
Mark of William -þ+ Bcicher, | 


Sworn before me, Samuel Hill, — 
One of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace. | , 


June the 1ſt, 1751. 


Anne, the Daughter of Hannah Landgridge, / Hinton 
Bluet, in the County of Somerſet, now in the fifteenth Year 
of ber Age, hath been very much afflicted for about a Year 
paſt with a hard Swelling in the fore Part of the Neck, over 
the Wind-Pipe, at its firſt Appearance, abeut the Size of a 

. a Haxel 


ot 
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Hazel Nut, which gradually increaſed for the Space of ning 
Months, to the Size of a large Hen's Egg : It tons taken by 
a Surgeon to be a Wenny Subſtance, wwho was of Opinion no- 
thing could be done for ber without taking it out; which 
Operation he declined, as it was fituated fo near the large 
Blood Veſſels, imagining there was apparent Danger of a fa- 
tal Conſequence : It cauſed very ſevere Pains, was very hot, 
and even fiery at Times for three or four Days together. Sh, 
began to uſe the Glaitonbury Meler, by drinking a Glaſs 


full every Morning, and daily waſhing the VVen with it: 


Within a V eek Ge was free from Pain, and abtut three 
Heels after, the Ven began to grow better, and is now welt, 


the Pain going off from the firſt 4 {ppearance of Amendment; 


nor can il be ſcarce diſcerned there ever was any ſuch Selling 
in her Neck. 


This is the true State of my Caſe, as VVitneſs the Mark 
, Anne + Langridge, 


The Girl acknowledg'd this in our Preſence, 


Maurice Smith, Recter of Henton Bluet, 


James Carter, the only Charch-IVarden. 
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Thomas aloe, of Eaſt-Chinnock, near Yeovil, ia the 
County of Somerſet, Zeoman, about thir ly-Jix Years of Ape, 
atteſted that he had for fifteen Years paſt been grievouſly 
ofnitted with a very violent Leproſy all ver his Body, that 
he had applied to ſeveral very eminent Phyſicians for Cure, 
one of whom directed him to waſh his Body five Times 4 
Day with a ſtrong Dece&ion of white Hellebare, Which bc- 
cafroned the mojt acute Pains and inſuſterable Twmenzs, that 
N al moſt 
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almoſt made him delirious : He deſired to undergo a Sali va- 
tion, chooſing rather to riſque his Life from the Danger of 
this Operation, than live in ſuch continued Miſery. On the 
fourth of May laſt be began to drink the Mineral Waters at 
Glaſtonbury, and uſed it by drinking and waſhing in it 
daily ; within a Week he found great Relief, and is now per- 
feftly clean and well. | 


This is the true State of my Caſe, as VVitneſs my Hand 
the gib of June, 1751, 


Thomas Bartlett. 


Signed and declared in the Preſence of 
Dinah Powell, 


William March, 
Anne Sillcot, 


William Guppel. 


The four Witneſſes who atteſted the Truth of this Caſe, 
are all People of unexceptions! Characters, who were fully 
{atisfied of the Reality of it; and Mrs. Powell, who lives 
in Briſtol, is a Gentlewoman of Diſtinction and Fortune. 


A Leproſy is the higheſt and moſt ſtubborn Degree of a 
Scorbutick Itch; but in this there is a far greater Corrup- 
tion of the Animal Juices than in the Itch, as not only the 
Skin, but the fleſhy Parts are ulcerated by it, and the Con- 
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tagion is ſometimes propagated to the third and fourth Ge- 
neration, and, where it proves inveterate, is incurable; 
therefore, as this Caſe is ſo well atteſted, it proves the high- 
ly temperating and d roperties of theſe Mineral 
Waters. ; 


C X 
ww 


declared that he had ſuffeed-great Tortures for the Space of 
eighteen Years, from a ſtubborn bot Eruption, very much re- 
ſembling (if not ſtrictly) a real Leproſy, which proceeded from 
taking hot Medicines for a Partial Palſy ; that he had ben 
under the Care of the celebraled Dr. Mead, and ſeveral o- 
ther eminent Phyſicians in Town and Country, and that he 


found more Benejit from the Glaſtonbury Maters in three 


VVeeks Time, than by all the other Means he had ever try'd, 
and that the Eruptious are ſcaling off, and he has received a 
perfect Cure; the Truth of which be is ready to atteſt, when- 
ever be may be call'd on. 


Charity, the Wife of John Bull, of Chewton Mendip, in 
the County of Somerſet, four Miles diſtant from V Vells, and 
about ten from Glaſtonbury, aged 48. She had the Small- 
Pox when a young Woman, and to take off a Redneſs it left 
in her Face, ſhe dipped her Head in cold Water two or three 
Times @ Dey for a whole Summer; the Conſequence was that 
ſhe got a ſevere Pain in her Head and Faws, loſs moſt of her 
Teeth, became ſbort breathed, and grew Deaf of her right 
Zar; thus ſhe continned more or leſs indiſpoſed, and in Pain 
for many Years, but for the laſt fifteen there paſs'd ſcarcely a 
Week that fhe had not Pains and Shootings in her Head in ſo 
violent a Degree, that ſhe often wiſhea herſeif out of the 

K 2 Horld; 


E 


World; and the laſt three Years it was (if poſſible) yet worſe, N 


and more frequent, having at the ſame Time gradually almoſ 
loſt the Sight of ber Left Eye, ſo as not to be able to diſcern a 
Letter in a Bock, or any other Object but dimly, and fhe new 
became quite Deaf in her Right Ear. About ſeven Years ago 
ſhe began to grew ſo ſhort breathed, that upon the leaſt Motion 
ſhe was obliged to reſt herſelf frequently ; was ſeized with 
Afthmatick Fits at Night in Bed, and could not go any little 
Diſtance from Home but on Herſeback. S$he was about Chriſt- 
mas laſt ſeized with a continual Pain in her Right Shoulder, 
that made her paſs her Days and Nights as upon the Rack, 
and almoſt took away the Uſe of that Arm. Thus grieveufly 
effiifted with Aſthma, Weakneſs, Blindneſs, Deafneſs, and 
Pain intolerable, and wiſhing for Death every Moment, a 
Neighbour of ber's, one Samuel Smith, of the Pariſh of 
Coin, who had himſelf been Aft hmatick for above nine 
Years, and for the laſt Winter fo helpleſs, and much fwelPd, 
as not to be able to do any Manner of Buſineſs, but was then 
almoſt perfectly cured by the Glaſtonbury Water, adviſed her 
10 try them, which ſie did; but for thefirſt three Sundays 
received little Benefit, except ſome ſmall Amendment in Point 
of Appetite, the leaſt Degree of which ſhe had been long a 
Stranger to. The Friday of the feurth Week*s drinking ſhe 
began to fee with her left Eye, and her Pains grew eoficr, 
8 the deaf Ear pained her in a new and uncommon Manner, 
ber breathing became quite ſree and eaſy, and ſhe flept well, 
and after the fifth Sunday could walk better aud farther then 
ſhe had been alle to do ſor twenty Years, 
This is a true Account of her Caſe, as taken from ber won 
Mouth; fhe is quite free from Pain, can uſe her Arm, can 
bear very well, and is capable of reading any good Print. 


T declare this to be my Caſe, as Witneſs my Hand. 


5 . Charity Bull. 
The 
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The above Charity Bull acknowledged every Particular 
herein mentioned, and her Hand Mriting at the End in our 
Preſence June the 10, 1751. 


J. Taſwell, Vicar ef Chewton-Mendip. 
Will. Hippiſley, Tho. Green, Church#/ardens, 


In this Caſe the Waters ſeem to have acted both on the 
Solids and Fluids, firſt as Evacuants, and Alteratives on 
the Fluids, and afterwards as Corroboratives on the Solids, 


the Blood was here tainted with a thick tenacious Impuri- 
ty, and by that Means the Emunctories were clogged, and 


Humours polluted, by a ſulphureous and ſcorbutick Dyſ- 
craſy; and theſe Mineral Waters acting ſtrongly on the 
Juices, and accelerating their progreſſive, and inteſtine 
Motions, and torcibly propelling them through the capil- 
lary Veſſels, disjoined and divided the viſcid Juices and im- 
pacted Flumours, and by reſtoring a due Fluidity through 
them, gave Life and Health to an Object under the molt 
deplorable Circumſtances ever known. 


Eleanor, the Daughter of Ralph Rogers, YVifinaller, of 
Street, in the County of Somerſet, about fiſteen Years of 
He, hed from her [nfaney been offiified with the King's 
Evil in ſo terrible a Manner, that fhe was not able to move 
one of her Legs for a whole Year together, and one of ber 
Fingers was oblized to be taken off , ſhe had been an out Pa- 
tient in St. George's Hoſpital for the Space of three Months 
without finding any Relief. She remained in this miſerable 
Condition till avout ten VYeeks ago fhe began to uſe the Glal- 
tonbury Mater; by vathing and drinking of which every 
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Day (unleſs hindred by bad VVeather) ber V Vounds were all 


perfectly healed, and foe i is now in a goed State of Health, as 
VVitneſs 


The Mark of Eleanor x Rogers. 


This Eleanor Rogers is my Child; I declare this to be ber 
Caſe and truly tated ; as VVitneſs my Hand June the gib, 


1751. 
Ralph Rogers. 


Signed in the Preſence of William Parſons, 


T cannot finiſh thefe Sheets, without making ſome Ob- 
ſervations on what Dr. Linden has laid concerning theſe 
Waters. Curioſity led me (ſays he) to make ſome Ex- 
* periments on one Bottle of the Water fold in London 
* tor Glaſtonbury Mineral V Vater ; but from all my Try- 
als, I could not diſcover any Mineral Contents in it. 
On opening the Bottle (continues he) I found a remark - 
able fætid Smell, ſuch as is generally occalioned by 
Animal Subſtances in a putrefying State: I mixed a large 


„Quantity of Alkaline Salt with this V Vater, which did 


not in tne leaſt diſiipate the fætid Smell before- men- 
tioned : I then poured Oil of Vitriol in it, as much as 
was nec: ſſary to cauſe an Efferveſcence, when there ap- 
peared on the Top a flimy Matter, very much retemb- 
ling Animal Subſtance. V Vhat further Tryals I made 


on this Vater, was with Galls, Oak Bark, Tormentil, 


and other Aſtringents, which turned it of a brown Co- 
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VVhat is this ſlimy brown Matter? By what Means is 
this fætid Smell preſerved with Alkaline Salts, and from 


whence does the Colour with Aſtripgents proceed ? 


I am convinced from the Doctor's Experiments, the 
VVater he made his Tryals on was that from the Chain 
Gate, and certainly if the Etherial Spiritus Rector from 
that at the Blood or Chalice Well * paſſes off ſo quickly, 
how is it poſſible he ſhould diſcover any Mineral Contents 
in that from the Chain Gate, alter its being bottled and 
conveyed to London? The Spout V Vater is always very 
turgid, from the continual Filth of the Streets, and Sub- 
ſtances of all Kinds which it receives in its Paſſage to the 
Chain Gate; and was the Doctor to be on the Spot, 


he might be fully convinced it is richly impregnated with 
Animal Excrements, if not with any other Kind of Ani- 


mal Subſtances. VVhether Alkaline Salts might not have 
the ſame Effect on one as the other, I leave the ingenious 
Querilt to conſider. As to the Oak Bark, &c. changing 
It of a brown Colour, every Tanner's Apprentice will fa- 


tisfy you, common V Vater will receive the fame Tincture, 


long before the Skins or any other Animal Subſtances are 
immerſt in it. The Chalice V Vell lying at the Feot of 
the Mountain, cannot be ſuppoſed to imbibe any other 
Subſtances than what are contained in the Body of the 
Hill. I have ſome of that Water now by me, which has 
been in the Houſe, and ſtopped ſeven Weeks; and tho? 
its Spirit and Mineral Taſte are entirely evaporated and 


loſt, it has acquired no fætid Smell, but remains inſipid 


and ſpiritleſs. If the Doctor would give himſelf the 


al Fide P. 62. 


Pains 
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Pains of examining theſe Waters on the Spot, I will ven- 
ture to affirm he would receive unanimouſly the Thanks of 
this County, if not the Majority of the whole Nation ; 
but his Experiments made on them in London, mult prove 


vague and indeterminate, for the Reaſons already given in 
ſeveral Parts of this Work. 


Having executed my Promiſe as to my Sentiments on 
the Mineral Properties, and Uſes of theſe Waters, I hope 
the Reader will not impeach me of Partiality; neither Pre- 
Judice or Self-Intereſt having any Share in the Publication 
of theſe Sheets, but an earne{t and ſincere Endeavour to 
reſcue Truth from Error, and to recommend the Study of 
Natural Philoſophy, which in this Age appears to be too 
much neglected. There are ſome who wholly aſcribe the 
Cures perform'd by theſe Waters to certain delegated and 
miraculous Powers, without allowing them any Mineral 
or Medical Qualities. I refer ſuch ta the Phyſical Part of 
this Treatiſe : On the contrary, there are many others who 
from the Writings of our modern Theoriſts, and a high 
Opinion of their own Abilities, as Water fet light by the 
Application of fo incompetent an Agent, deſpiling the 
Power and Wiſdom of our Almighty and Beneficent Crea- 
tor, who by the moſt minute and trivial * Accidenis, fre- 
quently opens to us the Secrets of Nature, and the won- 
derful and ſtupendous Effects of his Providence; and as 
has already been proved impregnates the liquid Element 
with Properties, excceding all human Probability or Be- 


* The Briſtol Vaters, which are well known to be almoſt 
a Specifick in ſoms particular Diſorders, were firſt diſcovered 
by a Dream, as the ingenious Dr. Randolph in his Treatiſe 
on the Virtues and Ujes of thoſe I Faters very confidently aſ- 
ſures us. ; 
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lief. Such I refer to a ® Treatiſe publiſhed by that wor- 
thy Prelate, the celebrated Biſhop of Cloyze, aiid recom<= 
mend them to the Grace and Mercy of that God who gave 


his only Son as a Sacrifice, and Redemption for the Sins of 
Mankind. 


Marvellous are thy Works, © Lord, in Wiſdom haſt thou 
created them ol. | 


The Phyſical Part of this Treatiſe being finiſhed, we ſhall 
now proceed according to our Deſign, to give an Account of 
the Town of Glaſtonbury, the famous Torr adjaceent to 
it, the Holy Thorn, and of the renowned King Arthur, 


the laſt of the Britith Kings, who. was buried at Glai- 
tonbury. 


H E ancient Borough of Glaſtonbury is ſeated almoſt 
in the Heart of Somerſelſbire, arid lieth about 19 
Miles South of Briſtol, 15 South Weſt of Bath, about five 
South, veering a little VVeſt of Mells, 12 Mil-s almoſt 
Falt of Bridgewater, and about ſcven inclining a little to 


the VVelt of Tvelcheſier. 


It is now a thorough Fare, and lands on the great Road 
between Briſtol and Exeter, from the latter of which Cities 
it is diſtant 41 computed Miles North Eaſt, It's Longi- 
tude is 24 Deg. 30. M. Its Latitude is 51. 10. 


From what I find in Leland's Collectanea, I gueſs it 


2 Was built in King Ina's Days, when he laid the firſt Foun- 


* The Minute Philoſopher. | 
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dation of the Abbey, which (as I have before obſerved) 
was about the Year of our Redemption 708. It flouriſh*d 
mightily till the Time of the Danes in King Alfrid's Days, 


which was ſometime in or ſoon after the Year of Chriſt 
873, and then it laid deſolate, as this learned Antiquary 


reports; but Mr. Broughton ſays otherwiſe. He tells us, 


thoſe Infidels, in their Invaſion and Perſecution, attempted 
to deſtroy it, but were prevented the doing of it by two of 
their Men being miraculouſly ſtricken blind. Be that as it 
will, it is certain, that it was repaired by St. Dunſtan, and 
by the Liberality of King, Edmund, the ninth Saxon Mo- 
narch, gloriouſly re-edified. This King Edmund, A. D. 
944, made the Town ef Glaſtonbury entirely ſubject to and 
depending upon the Abbey, and exempted it from all Im- 
politions and Oppreſſions, and endowed the Town with 


the Rights, Liberties and Privileges, mentioned in the Hiſ- 


torical Account of the Abbey. 


Twenty-ſix Years after King Edmund had granted St, 
Dunſtan and his Monks this Charter, Glaſtonbury became 


a ſmall City with a ſtrong Wall of a Mile in Circumference, 


and repleniſhed it with ſtately Buildings, among which 
. Number doubtleſs was the Hoſpital for Pilgrims. The 
Town ſuffered conſiderably when the Abbey was burnt in 
the Year 1171, or, as others will have it, in the Year 
1184. But it ſuffered more from the Earthquake, which 
threw down St. Michael's Church on the Torr, on the 11th 
of September 1276. But I find it was afterwards re-edified. 
For in Leland's Time it conſiſted (as at preſent) chiefly 
of two Streets. The principal whereof runs Eaſt and Welt 
to the Market Croſs, and extends itſelf fix Furlongs in 
Length, leading you to Bridgewater. The other Street 
runs from the Weſt End of the Market Crofs South and 
almoſt North, and is the Road to Exeter, and about two 
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Furlongs in Length. There are in it two Pariſh Churc hes, 


the one dedicated to St. John Baptiſt, on the North Side 
of the principal Street towards the Middle of it; and the 


other to St. Bennet, (in the Monaſticon called St. Cuthvert's) 


in the other Street. 


St. John Baptiſt's Church ſtands about the Middle of the 
principal Street on the North Side of it. It is a fair light- 
ſome Church, and the Eaſt Part of it in Leland's Time 
elegant and iſſued. The Body of the Church had in his 
Days Arches of each Side. This learned Antiquary men- 
tions three Monuments in this Church, which were ſtan- 
ding in his Days. The firſt is one Richard Atwell, a 
great Benefactor to the Town of Glaſtonbury, who died 
circum annum Domini 1472, and laid on the North Side of 
the Choir; the ſecond of Johanna his Wife, who laid 
over-againſt him on the South Side of the Choir, both 
being buried under very handſome Marble Stones; and 
the third was that of one Camell, a Gentleman, who lay 
buried in the South Part of the Tranſcept of the ſaid 
Church. | 


I remember nothing very remarkable of St. Bennet*s 
Church, but the Date on the Porch, on the North Side of 
the Church. It is cut or carved upon a large Stone in the 
Front of the Church, in very ancient Figures, and ſhews 
this Church to have been built in the Year of Chri/t 1133. 
The two Figures of [1] reſemble two [SS] and the two Fi- 
gures of [ 3] reſemble a great [B]which makes ſome think, 
theſe Characters ſtand for Sanus Benedictus. The late Ser- 
jeant Gold, who was a Judge in the Prince of Orange's 
Reign, lies buried in the North Iſle of this Church, and 


that is all I can remember in it that is obſervable. The 
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Church itſelf is little and low, and is to be eſteemed (as I 
conceive) only for its Antiquity. 


The next Building that is now in being, moſt worthy 
Obſervation, is the Market Houſe, It is a neat Pile built 
of late Years with ſome Materials the Town procured 
from the old Abbey. But I was informed by a Man of 
Credit, living in the Neighbourhood of Glaſtonbury, that 
the Town hath loſt, in great Meaſure, their Market tince 
its Building, which he imputed to its being built with Ma- 
terials that belonged to the Church; and whocver reads 
Sir Henry Spelman's Hiſtory of Sacrilege, will not wonder, 
that ſuch a Fate ſhould attend it. Their Market Day in 
Leland's Time, was weekly on Wedneſday, But by Mr. 
Ogilly I find they have changed it; for he ſays their Mar- 
ket is on Tueſday, and adds, they have annually two Fairs, 
the one on the eight of September, and the other on Mi- 
chaelmas Day, the chict Commodities then fold being 
Horles and {at Cattle. 


There is a ſmall old Stone Building in the principal 
Street, on the North Side of it, at the coming into Claſten- 
bury, as you come from Wells. 1 enquired what it was 
but none upon the Spot could inform me. So I knew not 
what to make of it, till 1 conſulted Zeland's Ieinerarium, 
and there I find, that the venerable Abbot Beere built, on 
the North Side of this Abbey, an Alms-Houſe tor ſev en or 
ten poor Women. So by its Situation, and Reſemblance 
to Church and Monafſtery Building, I conclude, this muſt 
be ſome Remains of that Hoſpital ; and if fo, it was built 
by that Prelate ſoon after his Return from his Embaſſy at 
Rome, whither he was ſent Embaſlador to Pope Pius the 

third 


> — . 9 8 


— 


E 


third by King Henry the ſeventh, which happened in the 
Year of Chriſt 1503 or the Year following. 


There is another very ancient Building in the ſame 
Street, and on the ſame Side of the Way, a little beyond 
St. John Beptiſt's Church. I take this Building to be a 
Remainder of the Pilgrims Hoſpital ; a Place where all 
Perfons were entertained gratis, that relorted to Glaſtonbury 
on the ſcore of Devotion, as has been already obſerved in 
the Hiſtorical Part of the Abbey. The Front of this Sruc- 
ture (for I was not in the Inſide of it) is ſtately, and not 
unlike the Building of ſome Colleges and Halls in Oxford, 
being built with Free Stone. It is now an Inn, and the 
Sign of the Vite Horſe. The Inliabitants call it, at pre- 
{ent the Abbot's Inn; but why they call it ſo, I know not, 
being well aſſur'd the Abbot, before the Diſſolution of the 
Abbey, had all Conveniences, both for himſelf and his Vi- 
ſitants, within his own Incloſure, and conſtantly received 
them there, without ſending thern to, or entertaining the! 

at, an Inn. Befides, Women go often a Pilgrimage to 
Holy Places as well as Men; and Women are not ſuffered 
to go into the Incloſure of Men, excepting, only into their 
Church and Speak Houſe, for which Reaſon, and for the 
Antientneſs of the Building of this Inn, I take this Houle 
to have been a Part of the Pilgrims Hoſpital; where, to 
be ſure, there was an Apartment and Conveniences jor 


Women as well as Men. This Hoſpital (as well as that of 


Abbot Beere) was (as far as I can yet learn) under the Di- 
rection of the Eleemeſynarivs of the Abbey, who had un- 


der him a Maſter, Chamberlains, Cooks, and other neceſ- 


ſary Officers. It was endowed with diſtinct and ſeperate 


Lands, and was one of the 110 Hoſpitals, which were ſup- 


preſt the Cloſe of King [ferry the Eighth's, or the Begin- 
ning of King Eaward's the Sixth's Days. | 
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There is a little neat new Box, on the South Part of the 
Inclofure of the Abbey, which the Curious, to be ſure, 
muſt have taken Notice of, the Front of it being ſo very 
obſervable, by its being ſet off in ſeveral Places of the 
Front with the Coat of Arms of the Abbey, carved out on 
large Stones. It was built, as I have already obſerved, in 
1713, or the Year following, with the Material of the Ab- 
bot's Apartment; and this is all I know of it. 


Mr. Paſchal, in a Leter to John Aubry, Eſq; dated No- 
vember the 11th, 1684, tells him, „That a Maſon not 
long ago wanting a Free Stone, came to the Perſon who 
* rented the Abbey for one, and gave Six-pence for it. 
© The Saw ſtanding ſome-where near, and fit for his 
&«& Turn, the Maſon ſaw'd it, and out came feveral Pieces 
< of Gold of three Pound ten Shillings Value a Piece; 
of how antient Coin I cannot, ſaid he, yet learn. The 
Gentleman that employed him hath three of thofe 
Pieces. While he and another Lord were contending 
©« for the Treaſure here, it fell into a riotous Perſon's 
* Hands, who ſoon ſet it going.” How much it was, 
Mr. Paſchal could not learn ; but the Editor of the new 
Deſcription and State of England, who likewiſe relates this 
Story, but with ſome little Difference, faid there were 
about fixty Pieces. The Stone belonged to ſome Chimney 
Work, and the Gold is ſuppoſed to have been hidden in it 
when the Diſſolution was near. This is all I can yet find 
remarkable of the Town of Glaſtonbury, excepting, That 
as a Borough, it had been fummoned to ſend in a Repre- 
lentative to the Parliament; but Mr. Willis doth not find 
it ever comply*d with the Sheriff's Writ, 
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An Account 


T HE. Holy Saints e and Diruvi anus firſt 
built an Oratory on the Top of the Mountain, now 
called the Torr, to the Honour of St. Michael the Arch- 
angel, that he might have there Honour on Earth of Men, 
who, at the Command of GOD, is to bring Men to eternal 
Honours in Heaven. 


Many Years afterwarhs, St. Patrick, as has been related, 
having reduced the holy Hermits to a Cœnobitical Way, 
that is to ſay, brought his Religious to live in Community 
under the fame Roof, (for till then they lived ſingly in 


Huts, Dens and Caves) he took Brother Wellias with him, 


and with great Difficulty they both together aſcended the 
Torr, where he found the antient Oratory of St. Michael 
almoſt ruined, and by an old Book, which he by great 
Search and Induſtry there found, he diſcovered the Chapel 
there had been built by Revelation, and had been held in 
vaſt Veneration by St. Phaganus and Diruvianus ;: He and 
his Companions ſpent there three Months in Faſting, 
Prayers, and Watchings ; during which Time he had, on 
a certain Night, a Viſion of our Saviour CHRIST Him- 
ſelf, who ſignified to him, that he was to honour the ſame 
Archangel in the ſame Place; for a Teſtimony of the Cer- 
tainty of which Viſion, his Left Arm withered, and was 

not reſtored, till he had acquainted the reſt of his Brethren 
below wath what he had ſcen. | 


St. Patrick's Viſion being thus by Miracle confirmed, 
his Religious below were convinced that the Chapel en 
thar 
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* Hill was likewiſe choſen by GOD, for the Exerciſe 
of Chriſtian Devotion. Whereupon the holy Men Ar- 
nulphus and Ogmar, two Irifh Monks, whom he brought 
with him thither out of Ireland, deſired to go up the Fill, 
and remain conſtantly there attending on the ſaid Chapel, 
where (for ought J can yet find to the contrary) they not 
only lived, but ended their Days. And that Almighty 
GOD might be thenceforward there conſtantly ſerved, St. 
Patrick, by the Advice and Conſent of his Religious, ap- 
pointed, that two Brethren ſhould reſide on thay Hill for 
ever, except ſucceeding Prelates for future Ages ſhould, for 
ſome juſt Reaſon, ordain otherwite. And becauſe the Af- 
cent was ſo very difficult, being then overgrown with Bri- 
ars, Buſhes, Trees, and other Clutter, he, by the Advice. of 
his Religious, granted one hundred Days of Indulgence to 
all thoſe, who, out of a pious Intention, ſhould with Axes 
and other Inſtruments clear the Paſſage of the aforeſaid 
Mountain on all Sides, that devout Chriſtians might have a 
free Entrance, pioully to viſit the Church of the Bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, that of the two Apoſtles, and this Oratory 
of St. Michael. 


Criticks, perhaps, may cenſure what I have here re- 
lated. If they do, they are defired to take Notice, that 
molt of what has been written hitherto, 1s taken our of a 
Writing, written by St. Patrick himſelf, commonly called 
St. Patrick's CHART, or EPISTLE forne Part whereof 
was quoted, as we are told by Mr. Creſſy, almoſt three 
hundred Years ſince, by Capgrave, in his Life of St. Pa- 
trick; and it is entirely extant, faith that Author, in the 
famous Library of Sir Job» Cotton, in two ſeveral Manu- 
ſcripts, one of the Antiquities of Milliam of Malmſbury, 
and the other by a certain Writer called Adam Domerham. 


And concerning this Epiſtle, thus writes Gerardus Voſſius, 


che Pabel Reader of Hiſt: ory in _ Univerſity of Ley- 
: den, 


( 39 ) 
Teyden, in Holland. *“ This Epiſtle of the Legation of 


10 St. Patrick, was found ſome Years ſince amongſt the 
te MSS. Collections ot Marianus Viforius, Biſhop of 
& Reate, who faithfully tranſcribed it out of a very antient 
« Manuſcript, belonging to Glaſtonbury, many Years be- 
© fore, when he attended Cardinal Pole, ſent Legate into 
&« England.” Camden allo reports it, which he certainly 
would not do, if he did not think it worthy of Credit 
and it is of that Authority with Sir Milliam Dugdale and 
Mr. Dedfwerth, (two more of the Retormed Religion) 
that they | have thought good to ſet it down at large in the 
KF Monaſticon ; from whence I have tranſcribed a Copy; and 

preſent it as follows to my Readers : 


S. Patrick's CHART, or EPISTLE. 


N the Name of our LORD, JESUS CHRIST; I 
Patrick, an humble Servant of GOD, in the Year of 
His Incarnation 425, being-ſent by the Moſt Holy Pope 
Celeſtin into Ireland, converted (by the Grace of GOP) 
e tne Jriſb to the Way of Truth: And when Thadftrength- 
ened them in the Catholick Faith, I at length returned 
into Zritain, and (as I believe, being conducted by God, 
who is the Life and the ay) I happened into tne Ie 
of Ziſcvitryn; in which I found a holy and antient 
&« Place, choſen and ſanctified by God, to the Honour of 
the immaculate Virgin Mary, the Mother of God: And 
there I found certain Brethren, well inſtructed in the 
Principles of the Carbolick Faith, and of pious Conver- 
ſation, who had ſucceeded to the Diſciples of the Saints 
Ppaganus and Diruvianus, whoſe Names (tor the Merit 
of their Lives) I verily believe are written in Heaven: 
And becaufe the Juſt hall be bad in Eternal Remem- 
brance, and that I renderly loved theſe Brethren, I tnought 
proper to ſet down their Names in this Writing, whi ich 
were; Brumb an, Hiregaan, Bremwel, Vs excreth, Bant- 
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toniweng, Adelwolred, Loyor, VVellias, Breden, Sueldes, 


Hinloernus, and Hyn. Theſe being of Noble Birth, 


were deſirous of adorning their Nobility with the Works 
of Faith, therefore made Choice of an Hermetical Lite. 
And becauſe I found them of a meek and quiet Tem- 
per, I choſe rather to be abject with them, than to dwell 

in Royal Palaces : And as we were all of one Heart and 
Mind, we choſe to live together, to eat and drink alike, 

and to ſleep under the ſame Roof; and they made me 

(though unwilling) their Head, for I was not indeed 

worthy to unlooſe the Latchet of their Shoes. And at- 

ter we had determined on leading a Monaſtical Life, ac- 
cording to the Rule of our Fore-fathers, the abovec- 
mentioned Brother ſhew'd to me the Writings of the 

Saints Phaganus and Diruvianus; in which was con- 
tained, that twelve Diſciples of St. Philip and Jaceb had 
built that antient Church to the Honour of the Advo- 

catreſs, the Holy Max, by the Direction of the Angel 

Gabriel ; morcover, that our Lord from Heaven had 

dedicated it to the Honour of His Mother, and that 
three Pagan Kings had given to thoſe twelve, for their 

Maintenance, twelve Portions of Land. I allo found in 

ſome later Writings, that the Saints Phaganus and Di- 

ruvianus obtained from Pope Elutherits (who had ſent 

them into Britain) thirty Years Indulgence: And | 

(Brother Patrick) in my Time gained from Pope Celeſ- 

tine, of pious Memory, twelve Years Indulgence ; aiter 

along Abode here, taking with me Brother /Velizas, we 

with great Difficulty, through the Midſt of the Wood, 

climbed up to the Top of the Mountain which overtops 

this Iſle : Where, when we were come, there appeared 

an old and almoſt ruined Oratory, but yet fit for Chriſti- 
an Devotion, and, as it ſeemed to me, ſet apart by God; 

which, when we were cntered into, we were filled with 

ſuch a Sweetneſs of Odours, that we might have be- 

. keyed ourſelves placed amyngt the Pleaſantneſs 0 . 
| *© TAGLIC ; 


K 
radiſe; therefore, going out, nnd coming in again, and 
ſearching the Place diligently, we found Part of a Book, 
in which were written the Acts of the Apoſtles, toge- 
ther with the Acts and Deeds of the Saints Phaganus 
and Diruvianus, but great Part of it was deſtroyed ; but 
at the End of it we tound a Writing, which faid, that 
the before-mentioned Phaganus and Diruvianus had, by 
a Revelation of our Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, built that Ora- 
tory in Honour of St. Michael and the Archangel, that 
he might there have Honour of Men ; who, at the Com- 


mand of God, is to conduct Men to cternal Honour: 


And as this Writing delighted us, we endeavoured to 
read it to the End; for the ſame VVriting mentioned, 
that the venerable Paganus and Diruvianus made their 
Habitation there nine Years, and that they obtained 
thirty Years Indulgence for all Chriſtians that ſhould vi- 
fit that Place with a pious Intention, in Honour of the 


Bleſſed St. Michael: Therefore, having found fo great, 


a Treaſure of Divine Goodnels, I and Brother VVellias 
paſſed three Months there in Faſtings, Prayers, and 
V Vatchings, putting to Flight Evil Spirits and wild 
Beaſts, which appcared to us in various Shapes : But on 
a certain Night, when I had laid down to ſleep, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt appeared to me in a Viſion, laying, PA- 
TRICK, my Servant, know that I have choſen this Place 
to the Honour of my Name, that here Men may reverently 
invocate my Archangel Michael, and this ſhall be a Sign 

to thee and thy Brethren, that they alſo may believe; thy 


Left Arm fhall be dried up, until thou haſt told what thou 


haſt ſeen to thy Brethren, <ohich are in the Cell below, and 
thou ſhalt return here again. And it came to pats ſo : 
From that Day we appointed that two Brothers ſhould 
for ever remain there, unleſs future Superiors ſhould for 


juſt Reaſons order otherwiſe. To Arnulpho and Oger, 


Iriſh Brothers, who had come with me from 7 lan d, 
becauſe on my Exhortation they began firſt to make 
M 2 & Abode 


— — 


* 
Pe cw cor ——— — — = * A 
a - - —” 
. — T_T 


— 
— . 


_ 2 - 


— 
= - Sem. & 
- e 


- 


— — 


— — — U 


( 92 ) 


* Abode at the above-mentioned Oratory, I committed this 

«preſent V Vriting, keeping another exact Copy in the 
« Cheſt of the Holy Mary, tor a Monument to Poſterity : 
And J, Brother Patrick, by the Advice of my Brethren, 
grant a hundred Days Indulgence to all thoſe who, 
* with a pious Intention, ſhall cut down the V Vood from 
*© every Part of the ſaid Mountain, that a more ealy Pal- 
* ſage may be opened to Chriſtians, piouſiy coming to 
« vilit the Church of the Bleſſed and everlaſting Virgin, 
e and the before-mentioned Oratory.” 

Devout Huſbandmen and Laborers cleared the Hill of 
Trees and Buſhes, and St. Patrick having repaired St. Mi- 
chael's Chapel on the Top of the Torr, it was from that 
Time called the Hill of St. Michael, or Micbael's Mount, 
to the Reformation after which it was called the Torr, from 
the Tower, the only Part of the Chapel now leſt ſtanding, 


An Account of the Holy Thorne and 


Walnut-Tree that grew at Claſton- 
bury, by that learned Antiquarian, 
Mr. Themas Hearne. 


H E. Hely Therne of Glaſtonbury, which is ſaid ta 
bud and blow yearly upon Chriſimas Day, grew on 
the South Ridge of MWeary all Hill, at preſent called Wer- 
rall Park, a Ground now or lately belonging to F7. rar 
Stroud, Eſq; Whether it ſprung from St. Fejeph of Ari- 
mathea's dry Staff, ſtuck by him on the Ground, when he 
reſted there, I cannot. find; bur, beyond all Diſpute, it 
ſ>zung up ſpontancoully. 
It had two Trunks, or Bodies, till the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, in whoſe Days a Saint-like Puritan, taking Ot- 
tence at it, hewed down the biggeſt of the two Trunks, 
and had cut down the other Body 3 in all Likelihood, had he 
not been miracutouſly puniſhed, (1: wth my Author) by cut- 


ting lus Leg, and one of the Chips flying 5 up to his Head, 
which 
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which put out one of his Eyes. Though the Trunk cut 
off was ſeparated quite from the Root, excepting a little of 
the Bark, which ſtuck to the reſt of the Body, and laid 
above the Ground above thirty Years together, yet it {till 
continued to flouriſh, as the other Part of it did which was 
left itanding ; and after this again, when it was quite taken 
away and caſt into a Ditch, it flouriſhed and budded as it 
uſed to do before. A Year after this, it was ſtolen away, 
not known by whom or whither, as many old Perſons af- 
firmed to Mr. Broughton, who went on Purpoſe to Glaſton- 
bury to ſee this, and the other Curioſities and Antiquities of 

the Place, | 
The remaining Trunk, and the Place where it grew, 
Mr. Broughton deſcribes, and fays, ** That it was as 
„great as the ordinary Body of a Man; that it was a 
« Tree of that Kind and Species, in all natural Reſpects, 
* which we term a White Thorne ; but it was ſo cut and 
„ mangled round about in the Bark, by engraving Peo- 
% ple's Names reſorting thither to ſee it, that it is a Won- 
der how the Sap and Nutriment ſhould be diſfuſed from 
the Root to the Boughs and Branches thereof, which 
C were allo ſo maimed and broken by Comers thither, 
„that he wondered how it could continue any Vegetation, 
* or grow at all; yet the Arms and Boughs were ſpread 
e and dilated in a circular Manner, as far or farther than 
c other Trees, freed from ſuch Impediments, of like Pro- 
e portion, bearing Hawes (Fruit of that Kind) as fully 
and plentifully as others do. In a Word, that the Bloſ- 
*. ſors of this Tree were ſuch Curioſities beyond Seas, 
e that the Briſtol Merchants carried them imo Foreign 
% Parts; that it grew upon (or rathe--rear) the Top of 
& an Hill, in a Paſture bare and naked of other Trees, and 
* was a Shelter for Cattle feeding there; by Reaſon 
c whercof, the Paſtyre bring great, and the Cattle many, 
% round about the Tree the Ground was bare and beaten 
« as any Highway, Floor, or any continued trodden 
de Place. Yet this Trunk was likewiſe. cut down by a 
| Military 
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Military Saint, as Mr. Andrew Paſchal calls him, in the 


Rebellion which happened in King Charles the firſt's Time; 


however, there are, at preſent, divers Trees from it by 
Grafting and Inoculation, preſerved in the Town and 
Country adjacent. Amongſt other Places, there is one in 


the Garden of a Currier named living 


in the principal Street; a ſecond at the Vpite-Ilart- Inn, 
and} a third in the Garden of William Strode, Eſq; There 
is a Perſon about Glaſtonbury, who has a Nurſery of them, 
who (Mr. Paſchal tells us he is informed) fells them for a 


Crown a-picce, or as he can get. 


Beſides the Holy Therne, Mr. Camden ſays there was a 
Valnut Tree; which, by the Marginal Notes that Mr. 
Gibſen hath ſet cut upon Camden, I find grew in the Holy 
Church- yard, near St. Joſeph's Chapel. This Tree, they 
Hy, never budded forth before the Feaſt of St. Barnabas, 
which is on the eleventh of June, and on that very Day 
ſhot out Leaves, and flouriſhed then as much as others of 
that Kind. Mr. Broughton lays, the Stock was remaining 
till alive in his Time, with a few ſmall Branches, which 
continued yearly to bring forth Leaves upon St. Barnabas's 
Day as uſual, the Branches, when he ſaw it, being too 
f-7a)l, young and tender, to bring forth Fruit, or ſuſtain 
their Weight: But now this Tree is likewiſe gone; yet 
ere is a young Tree planted in its Place, as I find by Mr. 
G:bfon's above cited Marginal Notes; but whether it 
blows as the old one did, or indeed whether it was raiſed 
from the old one, I cannot tell. Doctor James Montague, 
Bithop of Path and Wells in King James the firſt's Days, 
was fo wonderiuily taken with the Extraordinaryneſs of 
the Holy Thorne and this Walnut Tree, that he thought a 
Branch of theſe Trees was a Preſent worthy of the Accep- 
tance of the then Queen Anne, King James the firſt's Con- 
fort. Fuller indeed ridicules the ecly Therne , but he is 
fererely reproved for it by Doctor Heylin, (another Proteſ- 
tant Writer) who ſays, Ie hath heard from Perſons of 
« great Worth and Credit, dwelling near the Place, that it 


* had budded and blowed upon Cirifmes Day, as we have 
< above aſſerted.“ | 
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An Acconnt of the LIFE of King 
K 


AVIN G mentioned King Arthur as a confiderable 

1 Benc factor to to the Abbey of Glaſtonbury, and ta 
have been buricd in the Abbey Church there, I think pro- 
per to give here an Abſtract of his Lite, drawn from Au- 
thors full as deſerving Credit, as thoſe from whence L 
have collected the foregoing, Obſervations. The many in- 
credibleStories that have been reported of this Prince, have 
made his Hiſtory little better than a Romance; nay, have 
made ſome People deny there ever was ſuch a Perſon. 
This Notion proceeds from an Excels of Matter recorded 
of him, which is occaſioned by a Cuſtom of the old 'Bri- 
tiſh Poets (called Bards) who were uled in former Ages, 
by theirRhithmes and Verſes, to recreate the Minds of their 
miſerable Countrymen, the Britains, alter they were dri- 
ven by the Saxons out of the beſt Part of the Kingdom, into 
the Mountains of Wales, and into Cornwall, another Ex- 
tremity of the Iſland. In theſe Verſes and Ballads, the 
Bards, by their extravagant Fictions, mingled with real 
Truths, have much injured, inſtead of adding to the Re- 
putation of their renowned Kings and Anceſtors. By 
which Means, Fame hath been more injurious to this 
Prince, than it hath been to any other Prince whatſoever. 
Thus, beyond what is credible, they report, “ He con- 
* quered Frollo, King of the Franks ; whereas, amongſt 
the French Writers, as we are told by Mr. Creſſy, ſuch 
a Name as Frollo is not to be found: That he flew Lu- 
cius, the Emperor's Governor in Ea, which no Hiſto- 
rian, (ſaid that Author) either Roman, French, or Saxon, 
makes Mention of: That in a Year's Time he not only 
% ſubdued the whole Iſland of Ireland, and took Gillamur 
„their King, and all his Nobles Priſoners, but that he 
paſſed into Hallaud, Gotiland, and the liles of Oruney, 
and brought all thoſe Regions under Tribute: That he 
* notonly ſubdued the PiZsand Scots, bur over- ran France, 
„ Germany, Dacia, Kc. ior which Roaſon he is ſtiled im- 
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&* perator Britannie, Galliz, Germanie, Dariæ, &c. In a 
& Word, that he conquered no leſs than thirty Kingdoms.“ 
Tow, who can believe that he ſhould ramble ſo far to con- 
quer new Countries, when (till towards the End of his 
Reign) he had great Difficulty to defend his own Kingdom 
againſt his Enemies at Home ? Theſe, and ſuch like Sto- 
ries Ge rey of Monmouth, and others have reported, from 
the Fictions of the old Britiſh Bards, making a Medley of 
Truth and Falſhood, which they have done either for beau- 
tilying their Hiſtories, or delighting their Readers, or ex- 
tolling their own Blood: Whereas without ſpeaking more 
than Pruth, they might have made King Aribur appear 
as a Prince of a moſt Magnanimous and Heroical Spirit; 
it being allowed, by moſt of our Judicious and Impartial 
Hiſtorians, © That, had it not been that Almighty GOD 
& had given uptie Britains to Deſtruction, no Hand could 
« have been more proper and able to reſcue them, than 
« King Arthur's; and, no Doubt, it is to his Magnani- 
c mity (faith Mr. Crefſy) we ought to aſcribe the Security 
& of the Remains of them among the Mountains of ales.“ 
Thus much by Way of Introduction. I ſhall now pro- 
ceed with his Life. 1 . | 

As touching his Birth and Deſcent, ſome Writers report 
(ſaith Mr. Creſſy) © That his Father, Uter Pendragon, 
& falling in Love with the Wife of Gorlois, Duke of Corn- 
e Hall, called Igerna, and by Flattery and Subtilty having 
& gained her Affection, he begot of her ArThuR, being, 
&« they ſay, by Merlin's Magical Art, transformed into the 
« Shape of her Huſband, But Arthur's Virtues, Piety and 
Courage, wonderfully proſpered by Almighty GOD, 
« are ſtrong Proois that his Birth was not ſo infamous, 
& faith that venerable Author.“ 
But a more favourable Account is given of this great 
Prince (continueth that grave Author) in the Antiquities 
of Glaſtonbury, written by Jahn, a Monk, and Adam Domer- 
bam; where we read this Paſſage : "** Uter Pendragon, the 
& Brother of Ambraſius, dying by Poiſon, in the tenth Year 
ds after the Coming of Cerdic, the Weſt Saxon, his Son 
Arilur, a Youth of fiitcen Years, began to rule the 
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6 Britains, His Mother's Name was Iperna, and he was 
born in a Caſtle of Cornwall called Tintagell. In which 
Narration, continueth my Author, we find no Aſper- 
„ fion on his Birth.” Though it be not very credible, 
what follows in the ſame Antiquities, ** That by his 
„Mother he was deſcended from a Nephew, of Sz. Jo- 
« ſeph of Arimathæa called Hellanis, or, as Broughton 
“ writes him, Helaius; tis certain, that, after the deach 
of Gorlois, King Uter married his Widow; And, one 
would think, there can be no greater Prook of 
Igerna's Integrity and Loyalty to her firſt Huſband, the 
Duke of Cornwall, than the Report of King Uter's being 
obliged to transform himſelf into the Form of her firſt Hus- 
band, by the means of Magick, to enjoy her. The Poſ- 
ſibility whereof I ſhall leave the Wile to determine, But 
be his Birth what it will, I do not find his Legitimacy was 
the leaſt queſtioned by any, but his Father's Siſters and 
their Huſbands, nor could they prevail on any, but their 
own Subjects, to hearken to it, till many Years after King 
Uter his Father's Death, which, ſome ſay, happened in 
the Year 506, others in the Years 508, and others not till 
the Year 516, which Creſh will have to be the Year of his 
Coronation ; which Ceremony, both Leland and Creſſy ſay, 
was performed by S. Dubrilius, but the former will have 
him to have been crowned at V iucheſter, and the latter at 
Caerlegion, adding, that it was done there in a General Aſ- 
ſembly of the Biſhops and Nobles. 
-_ King Uter left his Son Arthur engaged in a War againſt 
the Saxons; and Arthur's Acceſſion to the Crown was 
much ſtomach'd at by Lot ho King of the Pidis, and by 
Cowran King of the Scots, who had married his own 
Aunts Anza - and Alda, his Father King Uter's Silters, the 
former wizereot (Lol ho) pretended to the Crown in Right 
of his Wife the eldeſt gilter ; of which Marriage was es 
ſcended Mordred, who in this Cauſe at laſt loft his Life, 
as we ſhall ſnew at large by and by. The Saxons being in- 
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formed of this Uneaſineſs, brought theſe Princes, though 
Chriſtians and Uncles, into an Alliance with them againſt 
King Arthur. 

King Arthur being thus beſet; marched his Forces into 
the North, and att acking the Saxons in Northumberland, 
he drove them thence to York, where he beſieged them; 
however Celgerne their Leader, privately conveying him- 


ſelf ont of the City, went into Germany, where he got freſh 


Succours from another Cherdick, a King in that Country, 
who, with 700 Sail, came in Perſon to the Relief of the 
Saxons, landing in Scotland. King Arthur hearing of the 
Arrival of this new Supply, raiſed the Siege of York, and 
retiring towards London, he ſent for Aid to his Nephew 
Hool, bis Siſter's Son, the then King of Armorica, now 


called Tittle Britanny, who immediately came over to him 


in Perſon, bringing with him a powertul Army. | 
The King being reinforced with theſe Auxiliaries, 
march'd from Southampton to Lincoln, which City Cherdick 
had ſtrongly beſieged, where he not only raiſed the Siege, 
but forced them to fly to a Wood, where being encom- 
paſſed, they were compelled to yield to King Aribur's 
Victorious Army, on Condition to depart the Land, and 
leave behind them their Horſe, Armour, and other Furni- 
ture. After this he fought twelve ſet Battles with the 
Saxns, and overthrew them in every one of them. The 
firſt was at the Mouth of the River Gleyne alias Gledy, the 
ſecond, third, fourth and fifth upon the River Douglaſs 
in Lenox, the ſixth upon the River Baſſus, the ſeventh in 
the Wood Calidon alias Catcoft Celidon. The eighth near 
the Caſtle Guinien, the ninth. in Wales at the City of Caer- 
legion, the tenth at Traitherith or Rydthrwyd upon the Sea 


Side. The eleventh at a Hill, called Agned Cathreponicn, 


and the twelfth at Bath or Bathen Hill, called by Latin 
Authors Badenis and Mons Radenicus, which Victories - 
(particularly the laſt) Popiſb Authors ſay, he obtained by 


invocating the Aſſiſtance of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary in 
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the Time of Battle, whoſe Image he wore over his Ar- 
mour, and painted, bore in his Standard. 

King Arthur having, as he thought, pretty well ſettled 
his Affairs at home, made an Expedition, upon ſome un- 
known Occaſion, into France, and having quite forgotten 
the Unkindneſs he had formerly met with from his Uncle 
Lotho, he not only took Lotho's Son Mordred into Favour, 


but intruſted him with the Government of the Kingdom, 


and committed to him the Care of his Wife Queen Gurinever. 
Mordred, inſtead of faithfully acquitting himſelf of the 


* Truſt repoſed in him, took Advantage of the King's Ab- 


ſence, upon a Pretence, that King Arthur was a Baſtard, 
as not being born in lawful Marriage, and to this Treaſon 
he added the Crime of Inceſt, violently taking his Cou- 
ſin's Wife Queen Guiucver. Moreover. to ſtrengthen 
himſelf, he entered into Confederacy with the King ot the 
Weſt Saxons, to whom he yielded ſeveral Provinces. Theſe 
infamous Crimes being come to the Ears of King Arthur, 
he preſently returned out of Britanzy, inflamed with an 
unquenchable Rage and Hatred againlt his abominable 
Kinſman. Mordred was prepare to hinder his Landing, 


at which Time a cruel Battle was ſought between them, in 


which Auguſeilus, King of Albania, and Walwan, two 
Relations of King Arthur, and called by Leland, duo fut- 
mina belli, two noted warlike Thunderbolts, with many 
others, fell on King Arthur's Side. This Battle was tought 
at Richborough near Sandwich in Kent, as we are told by 
Stow in his Chronicle. 


King Arthur having the Advantage, renewed the Fight, 


and compelled Mordred to fly to Wincheſter, whither he 


purſued him, and put him again t9 flight, which he di- 
rected towards Cornwall. But King Aribur not ceaſing 
to follow, he, at laſt, overtook him near the Kiver Alaune, . 


by Corruption called Camblan, where the Town of Camel- 


ford now ſtands, at which Place the Controverly was. 


ended, but fatally to them both. For Mordred, having ranged 
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his Army, in a deſperate Fury ruſh*d amongſt his Ene- 
mies, reſolved rather to die than once more ſhew his Back 
to them, In this Combar, which continued almoſt a whole 
Day, after horrible Bloodſhed on both Sides, King Arthur, 
with the Courage and Fury of a Lion, ruſh*d into the 
Troop, where he knew Mordred was, and making way 
with his Sword, he flew Mordred out right, and diſperſed 
his Enemies ; but in the Fight he himſelf received his 
own Death's Wounds, whereupon he was convey'd to the 
Abbey of Avalon, now called Glaſtonbury, by the Chari- 
ty of a Noble Matron, a Kinſwoman of his, called Mor- 
gains, where he died of his Wounds on the 2 1ſt of May in 
the Year 542. 

As the Noble Matron Morgains had continued to con- 
vey King Arthur from Camblan to Glaſtonbury, and look*d 
after the dreſſing of his Wounds there whilſt he was alive; 


ſo ſhe took upon her the chief care of his Funeral, after he 


was dead, which was managed with a great deal of Priva- 
cy, (though ſeveral of the Britiſb Nobility were preſent at 
it,) leaſt his Death, taking Air, ſhould diſpirit the Bri- 
tains and fluſh the Saxons. For which reaſon *twas given 
out, that he was alive and upon Recovery, when actually 
they had buried him ſixteen Feet under Ground ; which 
was done to to prevent the Saxons inſulting and offering 


any Indignity to his Corps in Caſe they prevailed; which, 


for the Sins of the Britains, ALMicnuTY GOD ſhortly af- 
ter permitted, But they never could find out where King 
Arthur was buried. For the Place of his Burial was not 


known, till 600 and odd Years after his Death, and then 


it was diſcovered upon the following Occaſion. 

King Henry the Second having obtained for two Cam- 
paigns ſucceſſively, conſiderable Advantages over the Iriſh 
chicfly by the Courage and Bravery of Richard Clare, Ear! 
of Pembroke and Chepſtow, and the Welch under his Com- 
mand, went himſelf into Ireland in October 1172 to com- 
pleat the Reduction of that Kingdom, paſſing thro' _ 
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where, at Pembroke, he thanked the Velcbh for their Ser- 
vice, and told them, that in great meaſure, the Succeſs was 
owing to their ancient Briti/h Courage and Valour. The 


Welch, pleaſed with King Henry's taking notice of their 


Loyalty, entertained him accorcing to the Dignity of a 


King, and wiſhed him the Proſperity and Victory, that at- 


tended heretofore their great King Arthur, whole Exploits 
one of their Bards, playing upon the Harp, lung to the 
King while he was at Dinner. In that Ballad mention was 
made of the Place, where King Arthur lay buried, which 
was there ſaid to be between two Pyramids, in the Holy 
Church-yard at Gl/aftenbury, many Feet deep. 

Henry the ſecond (bearing a due regard to the Memory 
of King Arthur, his renowned Predeceſſor) at his Return 
out of Ireland, acquainted Henry de Blois, at that Time 
Abbot of Glaſtonbury, with what he had learn'd from the 


Ballad of the Bard, and deſired him to dig and ſearch after 
the Bones of that Great King. Henry de Blois, ſcarch'd as 


he was ordered, and, according to the Report of S:9w and 
ſome other Writers, he found King Aribur's Bones to- 
wards the cloſe of King Henry's Reign. But, according to 


Zeeland and other Authors, they were not found out till the 
Year 1189 after King Richard the firſt came to the Crown, 
and when Henry de Saliaco or Henry de Soilly (as others call 
him) was Abbot, who, after the Abbey was burnt, com- 


manded Men to dig again between thoſe two Pyramids, 


and at ſeven Feet deep they found à huge broad Stone, 
where, on that Side that lay*'d downwards, was found a, 


thin Plate of Lead, about a Foot long, in the Form of a 
Croſs,* and on that Side of the Plate towards the Stone was 


engraven, in rude and barbarous Letters, this Inſcription : 
Hic JACET SEPULTUS INCLYTUS REX ARTURIUS IN 
INSULA AVALONIA, And digging nine Feet deeper, 


* This Leaden Croſs was placed by the Command of the 


| Abbot, in the Treaſury, and there expoſed and ſhewn, as one 
of the Curioſities of it, till the Diſſclution of the Abbey. 
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his Body was found in'a Trunk of a Tree, and-near the 
Bones of King Arthur were found thoſe of his Wife Queen 
Guinever, who, after her Huſband's Death, retired either 
to the Nunnery of St. Julius the Martyr in Caerleon, or 
elſe to that of Ambrebury in Wiltſhire, from one of which 
Places her Corps was convey'd privately to Glaſtonbury, 
and there -privately buried in or near her Huſband's Grave. 
The King's Bones were of ſo great a Bigneſs, that, when 
his Shin Bone was ſet to the Foot of a very tall Man, 
it reached three Fingers breadth above his Knee; and in 
his Skull were perceived ten Wounds, one whereof was 
very great, and look*d upon to have been the cauſe of his 
Death. The Queen's Body ſeem'd to be perfect and whole, 
and her Hair was found to be neatly platted, and of the 
Colour of burniſh'd Gold; but her Corps being touch'd 
with the Finger of one of the Spectators, it fell to Duſt. 
This is reported by Leland, Stow, Speed, Biſhop Ujper, 
and others from Giraldus Cambrenſis, who is an Au- 
thor of Repute, and was an Eye Witnels to the matter 
of Fact. 
After the Spectators had gratified their Curioſity, the 
Abbot and his Monks, with great Satisfaction and Reve- 
rence, took all the Remains of the two Bodies out of their 
Separate Coffins, and putting them into decent Cheſts, 
made for the Purpoſe, they depofited them firſt in a Cha- 
pel in the South Alley of the Church, till fuch Time, as a 
ora ſuitable to the Dignity of a King and Queen, 
could be made for them, in the Middle of the Preſbytery 
of the Choir, where, in finiſhing the Church, they erected 
a a ſtately Maufoleum of Touchſtone, nobly engraven on the 
Outſide, in which they placed the king's Body by itſelf 
at the head of the Tomb, and the Queen's at his Feet, 
being the Eaſt Side of it. On the Weſt Side of the Tomb, 
that is to ſay, where king Arthur's Bones were depoſitzd, 
there was engraven this Inſcription: | 
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Hic jacet Arturus, flos Regum, gloria Regni, 
Quem mores, probitas commendant laude perenni. 


Here lies Arthur the Flower of Kings, and the Glory of King- 
doms, whoſe Manners and Probity give him eternal Praiſe. 


And on the Eaſt Side, where Queen Cuinever's were 
placed, there was this Inſcription : 


Arturi jacet hic conjux tumulata ſecunda, 
Que meruit cælos virtutum prole facunda, 


Here lies the Wife of Arthur, who for her numerous 
Virtues deſerv'd Heaven. 


And here did the Remainders of this great King and his 


Queen quietly reſt ſome 85 Years ; at which Time, that 
is to ſay, in the Year 1278 King Edward the Firſt and his 
Wife Queen Elianor, partly out of Devotion, and partly 


out of Curioſity, came to Glaſtonbury, attended by many of 


the Topping Men of the Nation, Clergy as well as Nobility. 
Whereupon the 19th of April they cauſed King Arthur's 
Tomb to be opened, and both the Shrines to be taken out 
of the Monument, which when the Court and its Atten- 
dance had thoroughly viewed, King Edward opened the 
Shrine, wherein king Arthur's Bones laid, and Queen Elea- 
nor the Cheſt, wherein were thoſe of Queen Guine— 
ver, and then each of them taking the reſpective Bones 
out of their reſpective Cheſts, they expoſed them on two 
Credences or Side Tables, near the High Altar, till the 
next Morning, for every one, that had a mind, to gratity 
their Curioſity, and early the next Morning, being the 


Wedneſday before Eaſter, the king and Queen, with great 
Honour and Reſpect, wrapt up all the Bones (excepting 


the two Skulls, which were ſet up and to remain in the 
| Trea- 
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Treaſury) in rich Shrouds or Mantles, and placing them 
again in their ſeperate Shrines, the king put into that ot 
Arthur's this following Inſcription: <* Haæc ſunt offa no- 
* Riliſimi regis Arturii, que anno dominicæ incarnationis 
&« 1278, decimo tertis Calend. Maii, per Dominum Eaduear- 
« dum, regem Angliæ i/luftrem, hic fuerunt fic collocata, 
% præſentibus Leonora ſereniſſi na ejuſdem Repis conſorte, 


| „i filia Domini Fetrandi regis Hiſpaniæ, magiſtro Guliel- 


* mo de Midleton, tunc Norwicentt ele, ma gif ro 1ho- 
* ma de Becke, archidiacono Porletenſi & dein regis 
65 theſaurario z Domino Henrico de Laſcey, Comte Lincol- 
% niæ, Domino Amadio Comite Sal audi, & multis Mag- 
C natilus Angliz. (i. e.) Theſe are the Bones of the moſt 
noble king "Arthur, which were plac*d here n the x gth 


Pay of Aay, 178, by the illuſtrious king Edward, 
8 his ſerene Conlort Leoncra, Nillam NM; Adlęton, Biſhop 


ef Norwich ęlect, Thomas de Becke, Archdeacon ot Dor- 
e ſet, Henry de Life ex, Earl of Lincoln, and many, other 


of the Nobility of England being prefent.** And then 


the king and Queen, fixing their "Royal Signets to cach 
Cheſt, they cauſed the Cheſt to be placed in che Old Mau- 
foleum,. where, they remained nndifturbed about two 
hundred and fifty Years, that is to fay, till the Diſſolu- 
tion of the Abbey in king Henry the eighth's Days, and 
4 then this noble Monument, (faith Speed) among the 


"66 fatal Overthrows of infinite more, was altogether Tazed 


« at the diſpole * of ſome then in Commiſſion, Welk noſe over 


„ haſty Actions, and too forward Zeal it theſe Bekalts, hath 


„, Icft unto us a Want of. many Truths, and cauſe to 


„ with, that forme of thei ir” En ploy ments had been better 
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